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Begun  and  held  at  Bofton , in  the  County  of  Suffolk, , on 
Wednefday  the  Twenty- Sixth  Day  of  May,  Anno  Domini , 
1784  ; and  from  thence  continued,  by  Adjournment,  to 
Wednefday  the  Thirteenth  Day  of  OBober  following. 
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I. 

Grant  of  fifteen  pounds  to  William  Baker , meffenger  to  the  General  Court,  to 
purchafe  fuel,  &c.  October  15,  1784. 

RESOLVED,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  Baker , meffenger  of  the  Ge- 
neral Court,  the  fum  of  fifteen  pounds,  out  of  the  public  treafury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  enable  him  to  purchaie  fuel  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Court, 
lie  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

• ■(  *•  T- c,i,v 

11. 

* 9 ’ /*"/•-  ’ 7 7 *,**'.*  \ ? * • • 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Snclling , authorizing  the  Judge  of  Probate, 
of  Siffblk  county,  to  recommit  the  demand  mentioned.  Odobcr  15,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  S/iclling,  fetting  forth,  that  the  eommiffioners 
on  the  eftate  of  'Jonathan  Snelling , upon  the  demand  of  Ezekiel  Goldthwait,  be- 
fore them  preferred,  allowed  him  a large  film  of  money,  on  account  of  cer- 
tain protefted  bills  of  exchange,  the  rifquc  of  which  bills,  as  fhe  fuggefts,  the 
faid  Goldthwait  took  altogether  upon  himfelf ; and  praying  that  the  confidcr- 
ation  of  the  premifes  may  be  recommitted  to  the  former  eommiffioners,  or 
that  new  ones  may  be  appointed,  and  the  faid  requeft  appearing  reafonable  : 
Refolded , That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  recommit  the  faid  demand  of  the  faid 
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, .ffioners  to  confider  and  report  thereon ; their 

form«  Smntltn0bSnsCclSed  notwithftanding. 

} r in. 

_ . Munro  fix  pounds  three  IhUlings  and  four  pence, 
Rcfclve  granting  to  Ret*  ^ ’horle_  0(kber  ,5,  1784. 

three  {hillings  and  lour  pence, 
her  account. 

, IV. 

Probate,  for  Effex  c0™;>.  ’ MarUchmd,  deceafed,  October  15,  17  4 
eftate  of  Jerevnah  Lee,  IS*  d 0f  Probate, 

On  the  petition  of  Martha  Lee,  an\otl’S0Pr”Vd  Sto  dired  the  commiffioners 
ta?nd  forPthe  county  of  Effex,  ^ in  the  faid  county 

7 * .1'—  » <»-'  ” “»  “ 

bited’  againft  the  faid  elute  . f 0I  the  county  of  Effex,  be, 

sSSeplisE 

rattolhe  Jndge  of  Probate,  notwithftanding. 

V. 

T , r.lirf  for  the  county  of  E/ex, 
,t„  Qtmreme  judicial  Couit,  to 

Refolve  adjourning  - October  18,  1784- 

Whereas  it  appears  “ f "K^“Ahc  “ 

ficient  for  hearing  and  determu  g jaW  t0  be  held  at  Salem,  m 
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Refolve  granting  the'  Hon.  George  Partridge , Efq;  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
pounds  eight  {hillings  and  two  pence,  in  full  of  his  account  of  fervice  and 
expence  as  a delegate  at  Congrefs,  to  the  29th  of  June , 1784.  Odober 
20,  1784. 

* - , - r - • ... 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  accounts  of  the  Hon.  Georgs 
Partridge , Efq;  for  his  expenditures  and  attendance  as  a delegate  for  this  Com- 
monwealth at  Congrefs,  have  attended  that  fervice,  and  find  the  feveral  arti- 
cles therein  charged  properly  vouched,  the  account  right  caft,  and  the  balance 
in  his  favor  to  be  two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  eight  {hillings  and  two- 
pence : Therefore, 

Refolded , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
the  Hon.  George  Partridge , Efq;  the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 
eight  {hillings  and  two  pence,  in  full  difcharge  of  his  expenditures  and  at- 
tendance as  a delegate  for  this  Commonwealth  at  Congrefs,  from  the  firft  day 
of  November , 1783,  to  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June , following,  both  days 
inclufive  (and  after  deducting  Lord’s  days)  making  two  hundred  and  eight 
days. 


VII. 

Refolve  granting  ten  pounds  to  John  Tudor , Efq;  in  full  of  his  account  of 

wharfage,  &c.  Odober  20,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Tudor , Efq  : 

Refolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  the  fum  of  ten 
pounds,  to  John  Tudor , Efq;  in  full  of  his  account,  for  wharfage  and  dockage 
of  the  fhip  John,  mentioned  in  his  petition. 

VIII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  John  Noyes , Efq;  in  behalf  of  Eajl  Sudbury , directing 
the  Treafurer  to  credit  faid  town,  thirteen  pounds  feventeen  {hillings  and 
one  penny,  a fine  for  not  fending  a Representative,  in  1783.  Odober 
21,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Noyes , Efq;  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Eajl  Sudbury , 
praying  that  a fine  laid  on  faid  town  in  the  year  1783,  for  not  fending  a re- 
presentative in  the  year  1782,  be  abated  : Therefore, 

Refolved , That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  be  lo  far  granted,  as  that  the 
Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  credit 
the  laid  town  of  Eaji  Sudbury , the  fum  of  thirteen  pounds  feventeen  {hillings 
and  one  penny,  on  the  laft  State  tax,  granted  in  the  year  1783,  that  fum  being 
the  amount  of  one  half  of  the  fine  laid  upon  the  faid  town  of  Eajl  Sudbury . 

IX. 

Grant  of  four  thoufand  pounds  to  the  committee  on  accounts.  Odober 

21,  1784. 

r 

Refolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth  to 

the 


RESOLVES,  O&oher,  1784,' 


the  committee  on  acconuts,  four  thoufand  pounds,  to  enable  them  to  pay  fucfi 
accounts  as  have  been  or  may  be  by  them  examined  and  allowed,  the  laid  com- 
mittee to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

X. 

Report  on  the  Governor’s  meflage  refpeding  encroachments,  and  requefting 
him  to  purfue  the  meafures  recommended  by  Congrefs  the  29th  January  laft, 
October  21,  1784. 

✓ 

The  committee  of  both  houfes,  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  his  Ex- 
cellency’s meflage  of  the  20th  inftant,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  fame, 
have  attended  the  fervice  and  report,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee the  report  of  the  commiflioners,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  encroachments 
made  by  Britifh  fubjeds  on  the  territories  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Majfachu- 
Jetts,  be  accepted,  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requefted  imme- 
diately to  purfue  the  meafures  recommended  by  Congrefs,  the  29th  of  January 
laft,  refpecting  the  fame  ; all  which  is  humbly  fubmitted. 

WILLIAM  HEATH,  per.  order. 

In  Senate,  read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 
Ordered , That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requefted  accordingly. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  read  and  concurred. 

r ’ * 4 , t ' ' • j . .*  k • * > » • - P* 

XI. 

Refolve  granting  David  Allen  one  pound  nineteen  fhillings  and  nine-pence 

half-penny.  Odober  22,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Allen , praying  for  a compenfation  for  his  fervice  as 
a foldicrin  the  defence  of  the  State  of  Rhcdc-IJland , in  1781  : 

Rcfolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  to  the  faid  David 
Allen , the  fum  of  one  pound  nineteen  fhillings  and  nine-pence  two-farthings, 
in  full  for  his  fervice  as  a foldier,  in  Capt.  Abraham  Wafhburn's  company,  and 
Colonel  Theophilus  Cotton's  regiment,  that  marched  for  the  defence  of  Rhodc- 
J//and , in  March , A . D.  1781  ; it  appering  to  this  Court  that  the  faid  David 
Allen  was  omitted  in  the  faid  Capt.  Abraham  Wajhburn's  State  pay-roll  for  the 
-fervice  aforefaid. 

XII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hcujlon,  directing  the  Commiflary- General 
to  fupply  certain  articles  annually  for  the  light-houfe  on  Thatcher' s-ljland, 
and  granting  fifty  pounds  for  that  purpofe  ; alfo  a grant  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  to  faid  Hevjlon,  for  his  fervices,  and  eftablifhing  his  pay  and 
afiiftants.  Odober  22,  1784. 

On  the  petition  and  memorial  of  Samuel  Hevjlon , keeper  of  the  light-houfe 
on  Thatcher' s-Ijl and : 

Refolved , That  the  Commiffary-General  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed,  to  fupply  the  laid  Samuel  Hewjlon  with  the  following  arti- 
cles, for  the  necelTary  repairs  and  ufe  of  the  faid  light-houfe,  viz.  One  hundred 
fquares  of  glaf?,  one  hundred  pounds  weight  of  putty,  two  tin  flafks,  two  iron 

kettles. 
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kettles,  fixty  bufliels  of  charcoal,  twelve  cords  of  wood,  one  hundred  pound 
weight  of  candles,  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of  cotton. 

' Be  it  further  rcfolvcd , That  from  the  fccond  of  this  inftant,  October,  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  faid  light-houfes  annually  be  as  follows,  viz.  Charcoal  fixty  bufliels, 
wood  twenty-five  cords,  cotton  fifty  pounds,  and  oil  in  fuch  quantities  as  from 
time  to  time  fhall  be  found  nccefiary. 

Be  it  further  rcfolvcd , That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  keeper  of  the 
faid  light-houfes  for  the  time  being,  for  himfelf  and  two  afliftants,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  per  annum  ; and  alfo  that  he  have  and  be  allowed  the  pro- 
fits arifing  from  the  improvement  of  the  ifland  on  which  the  light-houfes  hand. 

Be  it  further  rcfolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  Samuel  Howjion , in  full  for  his  fervices  as  keeper  of  the  faid  light- 
houfes,  and  that  of  his  afliflants,  to  the  lecond  day  of  Odober  current,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

Be  it  further  rcfolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  Richard  Dcvcns,  Efq;  Commiffary-General,  to  enable  him  to  fur- 
nifli  the  feveral  articles  enumerated  in  the  firft  of  thefc  refolves,  fifty-fix  pounds, 
he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

Rcfolved , That  the  Commiffary-General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  annu- 
ally, to  fupply  the  feveral  articles  in  the  fccond  refolve  mentioned. 

xni. 


Refolve  empowering  the  afleflors  of  the  diftrict  of  Carlifle  to  afiefs  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  faid  diftrict  taken  from  the  town  of  A don, 
their  juft  proportion  of  all  debts  due,  he.  Odober  22,  1784. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  a<ft  for  incorporating  the  diftrict  of  Carlifle , provifion 
was  made  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid  diftrict  fliould  pay  their  full  propor- 
tionable part  of  all  public  debts  which  were  then  due  from  the  refpective  towns 
from  which  the  faid  diftrict  was  taken  ; and  whereas  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  diftrict,  except  thole  taken  from  the  town  of  Adov , have  paid  their  pro- 
portion of  the  debts  then  due  from  the  towns  from  which  they  were  refpec- 
tively  taken  ; and  it  being  unjuft  that  the  whole  diftrict  Ihould  be  aflefled  for 
any  part  of  the  debts  due  from  the  town  of  Adon , at  the  time  of  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  faid  diftrict : Therefore 

Rcfolved , 1 hat  the  afleflors  of  the  diftrict  of  Carlifle  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
empowered  and  directed, to  afiefs  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  laid 
diftrict  which  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Adon , their  juft  proportion  of  all 
the  debts  that  were  due  from  the  faid  town  of  Adon , at  the  time  the  diftrict  of 
Carlife  was  incorporated,  with  the  intereft  that  fhall  be  due  when  the  afleflment 
is  made,  according  to  the  polls  and  eftates  for  which  they  were  refpectively  tax- 
able at  that  time. 

Provided , that  where  any  perfon  that  was  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  Car - 
life  fet  off  from  the  town  of  Adon , at  that  time,  has  removed  out  of  that  part 
of  faid  diftrief,  and  any  other  perfon  now  occupies  the  farm  or  tenement  fraftt 
which  fuch  perfon  removed  ; in  fuch  cafe  the  perfon  now  occupying  fuch  farm 
or  tenement  fhall  be  affeiTcd  for  his  real  eftate,  and  that  only,  and  the  laid  affel- 
fors  of  the  faid  diftrift,  arc  hereby  directed  to  annex  a warrant  to  faid  aflefl/nent 
in  due  form  of  law,  for  the  collection  of  the  fame. 
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XIV. 

Order  infracting  the  delegates  in  Congrefs  from  this  State,  refpecling'gold  and 

filver  coin.  October  23,1784. 

Ordered , That  the  delegates  in  Congrefs  for  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  infracted  to  move,  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  Congrefs,  to  take  un- 
der confideration  the  ftate  of  foreign  gold  and  filver  coin,  the  rate  at  which 
they  ought  to  pafs  throughout  the  United  States  ; and  to  recommend  to  the 
feveral  States  in  the  Union  to  fettle  conformable  thereto,  the  rates  at  which  the 
fame  lhall  pals  in  their  refpeciive  States. 

XV. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Mofes  Little , Efq;  empowering  the  Jufuces  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  examine  a judgment  entered  at  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  at  Ipfwicb  ; and  to  give  judgment,  notifying  Lawrence  Furlong, 
October  23,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Mofes  Little , Efq; 

Refolvcd , That  the  Juf  ices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  be,  and  they  here- 
by are  empowered,  at  their  next  term,  holden  in  the  county  of  EJfex , to  exa- 
mine a judgment  entered  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  Ipfwicb , on  the  firft 
Tuefday  of  April  laft  paft,  wherein  the  faid  Mofes  was  plaintiff,  and  Lawrence 
Furlong , of  Newbury-Port , defendant  ; from  which  judgment  the  faid  Lawrence 
appealed  to  the  then  next  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  holden  at  the  faid  Ipfwicb , 
on  the  third  Tuefday  of  June  laft  paft,  when  the  fame  judgment  was  affirmed  ; 
and  to  rectify  any  error  or  miftake  which  may  appear  to  have  been  made  in 
rendering  either  of  the  faid  judgments,  and  to  give  judgment  for  what  ffiall 
appear  to  be  juftly  due,  he  the  faid  Mofes  giving  the  faid  Lawrence  or  his  attor- 
ney notice  of  this  refolve  ; and  the  laid  Juftices  admitting  the  faid  Lawrence 
to  have  a day  in  Court,  and  to  defend  the  faid  fuit  in  the  fame  manner  he  might 
have  done  if  he  had  entered  his  appeal  at  the  faid  Supreme  Court. 

XVI. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Hooper , Efq;  directing  the  agents  on  abfen- 
tees  eftates,  in  the  county  of  EJfex , to  poftpone  the  faie  of  the  real  eftate  of 
Jofepb  Hooper , until  further  order.  October  23,  1784. 

Refolvcd , That  the  agents  appointed  to  make  fale  of  the  eftates  of  abfentees, 
in  the  county  of  EJfex,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  poftpone  the  fale  of  the 
real  eftate  of  Jofepb  Hooper , until  the  further  order  of  this  Court. 

XVII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Levi  Rawfon , permitting  him  to  re-enter  his  action, 
and  ftaying  execution,  &c.  Oftober  23,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  Jabcz  Metcalf  recovered  judgment 
againft  Levi  Rawfon , at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of  Suffolk , 
on  the  third  Tuefday  of  April  laft,  for  the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  pounds,  with  coft,  the  faid  Levi  not  having  had  notice  of  the  fuit  in  due 
form  of  law:  Wherefore,  Refolved, 
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Refolved , That  the  execution  which  has  ifliied  on  the  faid  judgment,  be 
frayed,  and  that  the  faid  Razcfon  have  leave  to  re-enter  the  aforefaid  aftion  at 
the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  held  at  Bojion , within  and  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk , on  the  firft  Tuefday  of  January  next,  when  the  fame  pro- 
ceedings fhall  be  had  on  the  faid  action,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  regularly  con- 
tinued to  the  faid  term,  without  any  default  of  the  defendant  being  entered 
on  record  or  judgment  given  thereon.  Provided , The  faid  Razcfon  give  notice 
to  the  faid  Metcalf,  fourteen  days  before  the  fitting  of  the  faid  Court,  by  ferv- 
ing  him  with  an  attefted  copy  of  this  refolve. 


XVIII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Wat/on,  Efq;  empowering  the  Juftices  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  examine  a certain  error  of  judgment,  made 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Pleas,  for  the  county  of  Middlefex.  Odober  23,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Abraham  Watfon , Efq;  praying  that  an  error  in  a judg- 
ment in  his  favor,  againft  John  Geary,  may  be  rectified  : 

Refolved,  That  the  Juftices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  at  a Court  to  be 
by  them  holden  at  Cambridge , within  and  for  the  countyr  of  Middlefex , on  the 
fourth  Tuefday  of  Odober  inftant,  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  em- 
powered, on  complaint  to  them  made  by  the  faid  Watfon,  to  examine  into  and 
correct  any  error  or  mifprifon  that  has  arifen  or  been  made  by  the  clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  faid  county,  in  certifying  the  copies  of 
the  record  of  a judgment  of  the  Common  Pleas  of  the  laid  county,  holden  at 
Concord,  on  the  fccond  Tuefday  of  March  laft  paft,  wherein  the  faid  Abraham 
Watfon,  as  adminiftrator,  was  plaintiff,  againft  the  faid  John  Geary , of  Stoncham , 
in  the  fame  county,  on  a note  of  hand,  dated  the  twenty-third  day  of  February , 
1771,  and  to  render  judgment  for  any  further  fum  that  may  appear  to  be 
juftly  due  to  the  faid  Watfon , in  his  ibid  capacity,  from  the  faid  Geary,  and  to 
ifrue  execution  thereon  accordingly.  Provided,  It  fhall  appear  to  the  faid  Juf- 
tices that  the  laid  Geary  fhall  have  had  reafonable  notice  of  this  refolve. 

XIX. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Supply  Clap,  agent  for  merchants  at  Pcrtfmcuth,  re- 
ferring faid  caufe  to  the  next  fefiion  of  the  General  Court.  October  23,  1784. 

Refolved,  That  the  impoft  officers  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  for  the 
county  of  FJfex,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  refpeclively  directed,  not  to  profe- 
cutethe  bonds  given  by  John  Langdon,  Efq;  and  others,  for  duties  on  goods 
imported  by  them,  as  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  Supply  Clap,  their  agent, 
until  the  third  Wednefday  of  the  next  fitting  of  the  General  Court.  Ordered, 
That  the  further  confideration  of  laid  Clap’s  petition,  and  of  the  petition  of 
John  Langdon,  Efq;  therein  referred  to,  together  with  the  papers  accompa- 
nying them,  be  referred  to  the  next  fitting  of  the  General  Court. 

XX. 

Refolve  difeharging  the  town  of  Hollfton  of  one  third  part  of  their  fines,  for 
not  fending  a reprefentative  in  the  year  1781, and  1782.  Odober  26,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  the  felectmcn  of  fhe  town  of  Holli/lon,  praying  for  an 
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abatement  of  the  fine  laid  on  the  faid  town  of  Hollifton , for  not  fending  a Re-* 
prefentative  to  the  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  years  1781, 
and  1782,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  faid  petition  : 

Rcfohcd , That  the  town  of  Hollifton  be  difeharged  of  one  third  part  of  the 
faid  lines,  viz.  fifteen  pounds  nine  {hillings  and  five  pence  ; and  that  the  Trea- 
lurcr  of  this  Commonwealth  be  directed  to  difeharge  the  town  of  Hollifton , in 
the  laft  tax  act,  the  faid  fum  accordingly. 

XXI. 

Refolve  granting  Col.  John  Allan  three  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  fifteen 
{hillings  and  eight-pence,  being  a balance  due  to  him  as  Superintendant  of 
Indian  affairs.  October  26,  1784. 

Re/olved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  John  Allan , Efq;  late  Superintendant  of  the  Indians , in  the  caftern 
department,  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  fifteen  {hillings 
and  eight  pence,  being  the  balance  due  to  him  on  his  accounts  fettled,  the 
fame  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

XXII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Paul  Dudley  Sargent , empowering  the  committee  on 
the  fubjcct  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , to  furvey 
the  ifiands  mentioned,  and  to  convey  the  fame  by  deed  to  the  faid  Sargc?:t . 
October  26 , 1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Paul  Dudley  Sargent , praying  that  a fmall  clufter  of 
ifiands  lying  in  MiJ/peckey-Reach , fo  called,  may  be  furveyed,  appraifed  and 
granted  to  him  and  his  affociates: 

Re/olved , That  the  committee  appointed  the  28th  of  October , 1783,  on  the 
fubject  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  be  appointed  and 
empowered  to  contract  with  and  employ  a trufiy  and  accurate  furveyor,  with 
proper  afliftance,  being  firft  fworn  to  furvey  the  faid  ifiands  (being  three  or 
four  in  number,  the  largeft  of  which  hath  been  commonly  called  Rogers's - 
lft and)  and  to  return  an  accurate  plan  thereof,  with  a fair  defeription  of  the 
quantity,  quality  and  lituation  of  the  lands  of  the  faid  ifiands,  and  to  convey 
the  fame  by  deed  to  the  faid  Sargent , and  fuch  other  perfons  as  may  agree  to- 
gether to  become  purchafers  thereof,  upon  fuch  terms  as  the  faid  committee 
{hall  think  for  the  intereft  of  the  Commonwealth. 

XXIII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  James  Swan,  authorizing  the  committee  on  the 
fubjeCt  of  unappropriated  lands,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , to  have  furveyed 
a certain  tract  of  land,  and  to  fell  the  fame  .to  faid  Swan. — And  in  cafe. 
October  26,  1784. 

Re/olved , That  the  committee  appointed  by  a refolve  of  October  28,  1783, 
on  the  fubject  of  the  unappropriated  lands,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , or  a 
major  part  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  con- 
tract with  and  employ  an  accurate  and  trufty  furveyor,  to  furvey  Burntcoat- 
IJland , (fo  called)  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , with  directions  to  return  to  them 
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the  quantity  and  quality  thereof,  and  upon  receiving  fuch  return  to  fell  the 
fame  to  James  Swan,  Efq;  who  hath  applied  to  purchafe  it,  for  fuch  price  as 
they  fhall  judge  the  faid  ifland  tb  be  worth  ; and  in  cafe  they  cannot  agree 
on  terms,  the  faid  committee,  or  a major  part  of  them,  are  directed  to  difpofe 
of  the  fame  at  public  fale,  or  in  fuch  other  way  as  they  fhall  think  will  beft 
ferve  the  intereft  of  the  Commonwealth. 

XXIV. 

Refolve  directing  the  Treafurer  to  continue  confolidating  Government  fecuri- 
ties  to  March  next.  Oftober  27,  1784. 

Refolded,  That  the  Treafurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed, 
to  continue  the  bulinefs  of  confolidating  Government  fecurities,  until  the  firft 
day  of  March  next,  and  on  the  fame  terms  as  heretofore  provided. 

XXV. 

Refolve  directing  the  Attorney-General  to  defend  fuits,  &c.  in  certain  cafes, 
relative  to  confifcated  eftates.  October  28,  1784. 

Refolve  empowering  and  directing  the  Attorney-General,  on  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  profecute  and  defend  fuits,  brought  or  to  be  brought, 
touching  confifcated  eftates. 

Whereas  actions  lately  have  been,  and  may  hereafter  be  brought  for  the  re- 
covery of  confifcated  eftates  or  property,  wherein  it  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
Commonwealth  to  appear  and  defend  the  titles  of  their  grantees  to  fuch 
eftates  : 

Refolved , That  the  Attorney-General  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  empowered  and  directed,  in  all  cafes  where  any  action  is  depending, 
or  may  hereafter  be  brought  in  any  court  of  law  in  the  faid  Commonwealth, 
for  the  recovery  of  any  confifcated  eftate  or  property,  wherein  the  title  of  any 
owner  or  poffeffor  thereof,  claiming  under  the  fale  and  warranty  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, {hall  come  in  queftion,  or  for  the  reverfal  of  any  judgment  of 
confifcation,  to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  faid  Commonwealth  as  attorney  there- 
of, whenever  it  may  be  expedient  for  the  fame  Commonwealth  to  appear,  pro- 
fecute or  defend  as  vouchers  or  otherwife  ; with  full  power  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  plead  and  purfue  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  and  to 
bring  forward  and  profecute  to  final  judgment,  any  action  or  judicial  procefs 
that  {hall  be  neceffary  to  determine  in  whom  the  right  and  title  to  any  fuch 
eftate  or  property  are,  with  power  to  fubftitute  one  or  more  attornies  under 
him  for  any  of  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

XXVI. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Richard  D evens,  and  others,  empowering  the  Judge 

ot  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcejlcr,  to  prolong  the  time  for  receiving 

the  claims  on  the  eftate  of  William  Harris.  Oflober  29,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Richard  Devens,  William  Conant,  John  Aujlin,  and  Thomas 
Tejfcnden , reprefenting  that  they  were  not  knowing  to  the  appointment  of 
commifiioners  on  the  claims  of  the  creditors  of  the  eftate  of  William  Harris , 
late  of  Sterling , in  the  county  of  Worcejler,  deceafed,  and  praying  the  Judge 
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of  Probate  for  the  laid  county,  may  be  empowered  to  grant  a further  time 
for  the  laid  purpofe  : 

Refolded , That  the  fa  id  petition  be  fo  far  granted,  as  that  the  judge  of  Pro- 
bate be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  lengthen  out  the  time, 
for  the  commiilioners  to  fit,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  the  claims  of  the  le- 
veral  creditors  to  the  ellate  of  the  faid  William  Harris. 


XXVII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  John  Rowe,  Efq;  empowering  the  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  of  Middlfex,  to  authorize  commiilioners  to  re-examine  the 
claims  of  laid  Rowe,  againft  the  ellate  of  David  Phipps , Efq;. and  to  certify 
the  fame.  October  29,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Rowe,  Efq;  reprefenting  that  he  has  a juft  claim 
againft  the  ellate  of  David  Phipps, Efq;  late  of  Cambridge,  an  abfentee,  and  that 
he  had  no  notice  of  the  re-appointment  of  commiilioners  on  the  claims 
againft  the  laid  eftate  : 

Rcfohcd,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Middlcfcx  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  authorize  commiilioners  to  re-ex  - 
amine  the  claims  of  the  faid  John  Rowe,  Efq;  againft  the  laid  eftate,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  the  fame  had  been  timely  prefented  for  re-examination  ; and 
if  the  faid  claim  Hull  be  found  juft  and  reafonable,  the  faid  Judge  of  Probate 
is  hereby  directed  to  certify  the  fame  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  to  grant  a warrant  for  the  fame  on  the  treafury,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  faid  Phipps's  eftate. 

XXVIII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  David  Tildcn,  empowering  him  to  enter  a com- 
plaint for  the  affirmation  of  a judgment  recovered  againft  Stephen  Maynard , 
at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  October  30,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Tildcn,  adminiftrator  of  the  eftate  of  Ruth  Par- 
rot, praying  leave  to  enter  his  complaint  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  now 
holden  at  Cambridge,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  for  the  affirma- 
tion of  a judgment  recovered  by  the  faid  David,  againft  Stephen  Maynard,  of 
Wcjtboro' , gentleman,  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  held  at  Worcejlcr,  on  the 
i’ccond  Tucfday  of  June  laft,  on  the  default  of  the  faid  Maynard,  which  com- 
plaint was  omitted  to  be  entered  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  held  at  Worif 
refer,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Worcejlcr , on  the  third  Tucfday  of  Septem- 
ber laft : 

Refolved,  That  the  ftiid  David  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  enter  a 
complaint  for  the  affirmation  of  the  faid  judgment  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  now  holden  at  Cambridge,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Middlcfcx. 
Provided,  That  the  faid  David  give  the  faid  Maynard  notice  thereof,  and  that 
the  defendant  be  not  fubjefted  to  any  greater  colls  than  if  the  faid  judgment 
had  been  affirmed  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  for  the  county  of  Worcejlcr, 
and  the  Jufticcs  of  the  faid  Supreme  Judicial  Court  are  hereby  authorized  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  fame  complaint,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  entered  at 
the  term  to  which  the  appeal  was  made. 
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XXIX. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Witt,  of  Paxton , remitting  fix  hundred  pounds, 
and  execution  to  be  done  on  the  refidue  of  the  judgment  mentioned,  for 
one  hundred  pounds  thirteen  Ihillings  and  two  pence.  Odobcx  30,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Witt , of  Paxton , {hewing  that  he  was  prevailed  on 
by  Samuel  Stearns,  to  be  bail  for  the  faid  Samuel , his  appearance  at  the  Supreme 
judicial  Court,  holden  at  Worcejlcr , when  the  faid  Samuel  failed  to  appear,  and 
thereby  the  Commonwealth  hath  obtained  judgment  againft  the  faid  Daniel 
for  a fum,  the  payment  whereof  would  utterly  ruin  him  ; and  that  he  has 
caufed  the  faid  Samuel  to  be  apprehended  and  confined  in  the  common  goal  in 
Worcejlcr,  and  it  appearing  from  the  record  of  the  faid  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
that  the  contents  of  the  faid  judgment  amounts  to  the  fum  of  hx  hundred 
and  ninety-four  pounds  eight  Ihillings  debt,  and  lix  pounds  five  Ihillings  and 
two  pence  cofts  : 

Refolvcd,  That  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  pounds  of  the  debt  aforefaid,  be, 
and  hereby  is  remitted,  and  the  faid  Daniel  thereof  difeharged,  and  that  exe- 
cution be  done  only  for  the  refidue  of  the  fame  judgment,  viz.  For  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  thirteen  {hillings  and  two  pence. 

XXX. 

Refolve  granting  a penfion  to  Jude  Pojlcr.  Odobcr  30,  1784. 

On  the  reprefentation  of  John  Lucas , commifiary  of  penfioners,  in  behalf 
of  Jude  Fojter , a corporal,  in  Colonel  Afa  Wctcomb's  regiment,  wounded  in  the 
fervicc  of  the  United  States  : 

Refolvcd,  Th^t  the  faid  Jude  Fojlcr  be  entitled  to  half-pay,  from  the  firft  of 
January , one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  till  the  further  or- 
der of  the  General  Court  or  Congrefs. 

XXXI. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Solomon  Freeman , F.fq;  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Cook,  one 
of  the  collectors  of  Eajlham , directing  the  Treafurer  to  receive  the  fum 
mentioned  in  Continental  bills.  November  1,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Solomon  Freeman , F.fq;  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Cook , one  of 
the  collectors  in  the  town  of  EaJl/jam,  for  the  year  1780,  fetting  forth  the  lots 
faid  collector  is  likely  to  fuftain,  by  means  of  the  late  Treafurer  Gardner  s mif- 
take  in  rcfufir.g  to  receive  of  the  faid  Cook,-  a fum  of  old  Continental  money, 
when  offered  for  taxes,  agreeable  to  a refolve  of  the  General  Court,  pafi'ed 
July  6,  1781,  and  praying  relief : 

Refolvcd,  That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  hereby  is  di- 
rected, to  receive  of  the  aboveiaid  collector,  in  Continental  bills,  the  fum  of 
twenty-eight  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds  four  {hillings,  and  give  the  faid 
collector  a difeharge  for  the  faid  fum  ; any  law  or  refolve  to  the  contrary  not- 
withftanding. 
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XXXII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Solomon  Thayer , granting  him  nine  pounds  fifteen 
Ihillings  and  eight  pence  ; and  to  Solomon  Blanchard , eight  pounds  eigh- 
teen Ihillings  and  eight  pence,  for  fervice  at  Rhode-lfland.  November  i, 
i784- 

On  the  petition  of  Solomon  Thayer , a corporal,  and  Solomon  Blanchard , a pri- 
vate, reprefenting  that  they  had  ferved  for  the  fpace  of  five  months,  in  a de- 
tachment for  the  defence  of  Rhode-JJland , in  Capt.  De  Guifcard’s  company,  in 
1781;  that  they  had  not  been  made  up  in  the  faid  Captain’s  pay-roll,  and  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  paid  for  their  fervice  : 

Refolved , That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  unto 
Solomon  Thayer , the  furn  of  nine  pounds  fifteen  Ihillings  and  eight  pence  ; and 
to  Solomon  Blanchard , eight  pounds  eighteen  Ihillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full 
for  their  fervices. 

XXXIII. 

Grant  of  fix  pounds  to  Benjamin  Stebbins , for  taking  up  a deferter.  November 

1,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Stebbins  : 

Refolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  to  Benjamin  Stebbins , 
the  fum  of  fix  pounds,  for  taking  up  Stephen  Ward , a deferter  from  the  Conti- 
nental army. 


XXXIV. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Bildad  Fowler , empowering  the  JufHces  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  at  the  next  Springfield  Court,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
Jh'tre,  to  re-enter  the  action  mentioned.  November  2,  1784. 

Refolved , That  the  Juftices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered,  at  their  next  term,  in  the  county  of 
Hampjhirc,  to  permit  Bildad  Fowler  to  re-enter  an  aciion  of  review,  entered  by 
the  laid  Bildad , before  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  on  the  fourth  Tues- 
day of  September , 1773,  againft  Matthew  Noble , executor  of  Matthew  Noble,  late 
of  Weflfield,  deceafed  ; and  to  receive  the  report  of  the  referrees  that  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  faid  Court  thereon,  and  to  give  the  parties  a day  in  Court,  in 
the  fame  manner  they  would  have  had  if  no  difcontinuance  therein  had  taken 
place,  and  to  enter  up  judgment  and  ilfue  execution  accordingly  ; he  the  faid 
Bildad  giving  notice  to  the  faid  Matthew  hereof,  fourteen  days  before  the  next 
fitting  of  the  faid  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  by  ferving  him  with  an  attefted 
copy  of  this  refolve. 

XXXV. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Jofiah  "Jordan , granting  him  twenty-eight  pounds 
fourteen  Ihillings,  in  notes,  with  directions  to  the  Treafurer  to  poll  up  in 
his  office  the  check  and  number  of  the  notes  obtained  by  the  forged  order. 
November  1,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Jofiah  Jordan,  a foldier,  in  Col.  Crane' s regiment,  fetting 
forth,  that  he  drew  an  order  on  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for 
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rer.c,  Efq;  and  guardian  to  her  infant  fon,  John  Mafcarcnc , praying,  for  reafons 
fet  forth  in  her  petition,  for  liberty  to  fell  and  convey  a tract  of  ten  thoufand 
acres  of  land  lituate  on  the  eaflwardly  fide  of  Pajfamaquadi-Bay,  and  in  the 
province  of  Nova-Scotia , granted  by  Lord  William  Campbell , late  Governor  of 
that  province,  to  Joint  Mafcarcnc  aiorefaid  : 

Rcfolved , That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  faid  Margaret  Mafcarcnc  be 
granted.  And  the  faid  Margaret  Mafcarcnc , in  her  faid  capacity  of  guardian, 
is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  bargain  and  fell  the  laid  tract  of  land  ; 
and  to  make  and  execute  a good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  fame,  to  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  as  may  appear  to  purchafe  the  fame,  fhe  the  faid  Margaret 
Mafcarcnc , previoufly  to  fuch  file,  giving  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk , to  account  for  the  proceeds  of  fuch  fale,  in  like  man- 
ner as  guardians  are  accountable  for  perfonal  eflate. 

XLII, 

Order  requeuing  the  Governor  to  take  order  refpecling  cannon,  Sec.  at  Glouccf* 

ter.  November  4,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  there  arc  feveral  cannon  with  their  apparatus,  and 
fundry  military  itores,  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  now  in  the  town  of 
Gloucefler  : 

Ordered , That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is  requeued,  to  give  fuch. 
orders  for  the  removal  or  fecurity  of  the  faid  cannon,  apparatus  and  military 
ftores,  as  he  may  judge  moft  conducive  to  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

XLIII. 

Refolve  approving  licences  given  to  certain  abfcntccs,  to  the  third  Wcdnefday 
of  the  next  feflion  of  the  General  Court.  November  4,  1784. 

Whereas  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  hath  granted  licence 
to  George  Spooner , John  Amory , Thomas  Oxnard , Nathaniel  Chandler , Thomas 
Brattle , David  Green  and  Ifaac  WinJkrjOy  to  refide  within  this  Commonwealth  : 

Rcfolved , That  the  licences  aforefaid  be,  and  hereby  are  approved,  and  {hall 
be  further  continued  in  force  until  the  third  Wednefday  of  the  next  fitting  of 
the  General  Court  : Provided , the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  lhall 
judge  the  continuance  of  the  perfons  above-named  not  incompatible  with  the 
fafety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

XLIV. 

Refolve  allowing  the  accounts  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  county  of  Middlefcw 

November  4,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  Treafurer’s  accounts  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex , that  they  are  right  caft  and  well  vouched,  that  all  the 
monies  granted  and  allowed  by  the  Court  of  General  Setfions  of  the  Peace,  for 
the  faid  county,  from  September , 1783,  to  Augujl  24,  1784,  were  for  fuch  pur- 
pofes  and  appropriations  as  by  law  the  faid  Court  were  empowered  to  grant ; 
Therefore, 

Rcfolved , That  the  laid  accounts  be  accepted  and  allowed* 


Refolve 
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XLV. 

Refolve  pointing  out  a mode  to  the  committee  appointed  the  28th  of  Oflobcr, 

1783,  for  doing  the  bufinefs  of  their  commilfion,  relative  to  the  unappro- 
priated lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , and  appointing  Rufus  Putnam , Efq; 

furveyor  for  the  purpofes  mentioned.  November  5,  1784. 

The  committee  appointed  by  a refolve  of  the  General  Court  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, of  the  28th  of  Oftober,  1783,  to  examine  into  the  illegal  entries 
upon  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , &c.  and  by  that  and 
fubfequent  refolves,  directed  and  empowered  to  examine  into  the  authenticity 
of  the  titles  of  the  claimants  to  the  faid  lands,  and  the  circumftances  of  fettlers 
thereon  ; and  to  lay  out  and  difpofe  of  the  faid  lands,  &c.  being  particularly 
directed  by  a claufe  in  a refolve  of  the  9th  of  July  laft,  to  agree  on  a regular 
mode  of  doing  the  bufinefs  of  their  commiffion  5 fubmit  the  following  mode  or 
plan  for  tranl'acfing  the  fame  : 

1.  That  the  bufinefs  of  afeertaining  the  authenticity  of  the  titles  of  com- 
panies and  individuals  to  any  of  the  faid  lands,  and  the  limits  and  extent  of 
their  claims,  and  of  examining  into  the  condition  and  circumftances  of  per- 
fons  fettled  upon  the  faid  lands,  and  the  cafes  of  thofe  who  claim  under  con- 
ditional grants  made  by  government,  of  reporting  a ftate  of  facts  to  the  Ge- 
neral Court,  in  fome  cafes,  and  of  fettling  with  fome  of  the  above  deferibed 
perfons  in  other  cafes,  be  continued  without  delay,  in  the  manner  already  pre- 
feribed  by  the  faid  refolves,  and  purfued  by  the  committee. 

2.  That  a trufty  and  accurate  furveyor  be  added  to  the  faid  committee,  who 
are  or  {hall  be  appointed  to  tranfacf  the  above  bufinefs,  and  joined  in  the  com- 
mifiion  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  locating,  forming  plans,  and  deferiptions  of 
the  faid  lands,  and  fixing  the  rate  or  price  at  which  they  may  be  difpofed  of. 

3.  That  the  bufinefs  of  locating  the  faid  lands,  and  afeertaining  in  the  bell 
manner  polfible,  the  quality  and  fituation  thereof,  be  continued  with  all  con- 
venient difpatch,  beginning  upon  the  fea-coafts,  navigable  rivers,  and  the  boun- 
daries of  lands  already  located,  (having  regard  to  the4ands  and  iflands  the 
mod  faleable)  and  proceeding  back  towards  the  interior  parts  of  the  faid 
counties  in  a regular  manner  ; and  that  the  faid  townlhips  and  iflands,  as  foon 
as  they  {hall  be  furveyed,  and  a plan  and  defeription  thereof  returned  by  the 
faid  furveyor,  or  fuch  other  furveyors  as  the  committee  may  employ,  be  lo- 
cated on  a plan  to  be  formed  and  kept  by  the  faid  committee,  on  a fcale  of  not 
more  than  three  miles  to  an  inch,  fo  that  it  may  be  feen  what  lands  in  the  faid 
county  are  laid  out,  and  where  they  lay. 

4.  That  one  of  the  faid  committee  (other  than  the  faid  furveyor)  {hall  keep 
an  office  open  in  Bojlon , in  or  near  the  State-Houfe,  the  firft  and  third  Wednel- 
days  and  Thurfdays  in  every  month,  to  receive  the  propofals  and  fubferiptions 
of  thofe  who  may  be  difpofed  to  become  purchafers  of  any  of  the  faid  lands, 
and  to  give  them  any  information  that  may  expedite  the  fale  thereof ; where 
the  faid  committee  {hall  colled  and  lodge  the  beft  plans  of  that  county  they 
can  obtain,  and  wherein  they  {hall  regularly  keep  the  doings  of  government, 
and  the  doings  of  their  committee,  refpefting  the  faid  lands  ; and  the  faid 
committee  {hall  continue  to  give  public  notice  that  the  faid  lands  are  laying  out 
and  ready  for  fale,  with  the  terms  thereof,  &c.  as  already  directed  by  the  Ge- 
neral Court. 

5.  That  the  faid  committee  proceed  in  the  difpofal  of  the  faid  lands,  at  pri- 
vate or  public  fale,  for  the  fecurities  of  this  Commonwealth,  &c.  and  referving 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  each  townlhip,  &c.  in  the  fame  manner  as 
is  preferibed  by  a refolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  9th  of  July-  laft. 

- ’ 6.  That 
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what  was  due  to  him  from  the  14th  of  March , 1777,  to  the  14th  of  March , 
1780,  in  favour  of  ferjeant  Howes , which  was  prefented  for  payment,  but  by  a 
certificate  from  ’John  Furnafs , Elqj  it  appears  that  the  wages  due  as  aforefaid, 
to  the  amount  of  twenty-eight  pounds  fourteen  (hillings,  was  paid  to  one 
Uriah  Remington , on  an  order  forged  by  the  name  of  the  aforefaid  Jojiah  Jordan  j 
the  fa<5t  appearing  to  this  Court : Therefore, 

Refolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
jojiah  Jordan , the  fum  of  twenty-eight  pounds  fourteen  (hillings,  in  notes, 
payable  at  the  fame  period  as  other  foldiers  are. 

Ordered , That  the  Treafurer  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  pod  up  in  his  of- 
fice, the  check  and  number  of  the  aforefaid  notes  obtained  by  the  forged  or- 
der ; and  when  offered  for  payment,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  retain  the  fame  in 
his  hands,  fo  as  the  offender  may  be  brought  to  juftice. 

XXXVI. 

Refolve  abating  all  the  taxes  aflefled  on  the  town  of  Sherburne , ( Nantucket ) 
previous  to  June , 1784,  except  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  laid  on  (aid  town  in  March , 1783  ; for  which  the  Treafurer  is  di- 
rected to  iflue  his  warrant.  November  2,  1784. 

Refolved,  That  all  the  public  taxes  which  have  been  a(fe(fed  and  apportioned 
upon  the  town  of  Sherburne , on  the  ifland  of  Nantucket , previous  to  the  firft 
day  of  June  laft,  and  which  remain  unpaid,  be,  and  hereby  are  abated,  ex- 
cept the  fum  of  twelve  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  the  laid  town’s  pro- 
portion of  the  tax  granted  in  March , 1783,  for  the  ufc  of  this  Common- 
wealth : And  the  Treafurer  is  hereby  directed  to  iflue  his  warrant  to  the 
Afl'elfors  of  the  faid  town  of  Sherburne  for  the  afleflinent  of  the  (aid  fum  ac- 
cordingly. 

XXXVII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Wright , for  lofs  of  a (loop  on  the  expedition 
to  Penobfcot,  in  1779.  November  2,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Wright , praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  and  paid 
for  a certain  (loop  which  was  his  property,  and  was  taken  from  him  by  Capt. 
Johnfon , of  the  armed  brigantine  Pallas , and  employed  on  the  expedition  at 
Penobfcot , and  was  afterwards  deftroyed  with  the  reft  of  the  veflels  on  that 
expedition  : 

Refolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
the  faid  Daniel  Wright , the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  (being  the  value  of 
the  faid  (loop  at  the  time  of  her  being  deftroyed;  in  luch  way  and  manner 
as  other  perfons,  whole  veflels  were  loit  or  deftroyed  in  the  expedition  againft 
Penobfcot , are  paid,  agreeable  to  a refolve  of  the  General  Court,  pafled  the 
28th  of  January , 1782. 

XXXVIII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Coxhall , in  the  court1 
ty  of  Tork , excufing  Alexander  Grant,  Conftable  for  1781,  from  colledion 
of  taxes,  and  empowering  faid  town  to  choofe  another  in  his  (lead.  No- 
vember 2,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Coxhall,  in  the  county  of 
Tork,  in  behalf  of  the  faid  town  : 

R Refolved, 
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Refohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  be  fo  far  granted,  as  that  Alex- 
ander Grant , -Conllablc  of  the  faid  town  for  the  year  1781,  be,  and  hereby  is 
excufed  from  the  collection  of  the  faid  town’s  proportion  of  the  tax  granted 
by  the  General  Court  in  October,  1781  ; and  that  the  execution  ifiued  agajnlt 
him  for  the  fame,  be  forthwith  returned  into  the  Treafurer’s  office  : That 
the  faid  town  ,at  any  meeting  duly  warned  for  the  purpole,  be,  and  hereby  arc 
empowered  to  choofe  a Collector  for  the  purpofe  of  cohering  their  proportion 
of  the  faid  tax.  And  the  Selectmen  of  the  faid  town  for  the  time  being,  are  hereby 
empowered  and  direfted  to  commit  the  lilt  or  lilts  of  the  faid  tax,  as  afleffed 
by  the  Selectmen  of  the  faid  town  for  the  year  1781,  with  fuch  alterations  as 
may  be  neceflary,  to  fuch  perfon  as  by  virtue  of  this  refolve  may  be  duly  cho- 
fen  and  qualified  to  ferve  as  a Collector,  and  {hall  certify  the  fame  to  the 
Trcafurcr  of  this  Commonwealth  ; who  Avail  thereupon  iffue  his  warrant  in 
due  form  for  the  collection  thereof  and  payment  into  the  treafury,  within  fix 
months  from  this  time  : And  in  cafe  of  failure  of  payment  within  the  time 
limited,  the  faid  Treafurer  is  directed  to  iflue  his  execution  as  in  other  cafes. 
And  any  perfon  who  may  be  chofen,  by  virtue  of  this  refolve,  to  ferve  as  a 
Collector,  fiiali  be  fubject  to  the  fame  penalties  and  veiled  with  the  fame  pow- 
ers which  other  Collectors  chofcn  in  the  month  of  March  for  the  collection  of 
their  taxes,  are  fubject  to  and  veiled  with  : And  in  cafe  of  refufal,  the  faid 
town  fhall  have  the  fame  power  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  fome  other  per- 
fon, to  ferve  in  the  room  of  the  perfon  refufing,  as  in  other  cafes. 

XXXIX. 

Order  to  the  Secretary  to  publilh  the  Arret  of  the  King  of  France. 

November  3,  1784. 

Ordered , That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  procure  a tranflation  of  the  ar- 
ret of  the  King  of  France , of  May  14,  1784  ; and  that  he  caufe  both  the  ori- 
ginal and  tranllation  to  be  publifhed. 


XL. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Cape -Elizabeth,  permitting  them  to  exhi- 
bit duplicate  receipts  of  beef  before  the  laid  of  December  next, to  the  Secretary, 
for  examination  before  the  Governor  and  Council.  November  3,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Cape-Elizabeth , fetting  forth,  that  their  du- 
plicate receipts  of  beef,  although  leafonably  returned,  on  account  of  fome 
miftake  in  the  form  of  thofe  receipts,  were  fent  back  for  amendment,  by 
which  means  the  time  let  by  the  Legiflature  for  fending  in  fuch  receipts,  elap- 
fed  : v 

Refolved , That  the  town  of  Cape-Elizabeth  be  permitted  to  exhibit  their  du- 
plicate receipts  of  beef  to  the  Secretary  any  time  before  the  lall  day  of  De- 
cember next,  that  the  Governor  and  Council  may  examine  the  faid  receipts 
in  the  fame  name  and  on  the  fame  condition  as  if  they  had  been  exhibited 
before  the  firft  day  of  July  lall  ; any  refolve  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

XLI. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Margaret  Ma/carcnc,  empowering  her,  as  guardian 
to  her  infant  fon,  to  fell  the  land  mentioned.  November  3,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Margaret  Ma/carcnc , of  Bojlon , widow  of  John  Ma/ca* 

renc,  ' 


\ 
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t.  That  the  faid  committee,  or  two  or  more  of  them,  {hall  meet  in  the  faid 
fcilice  to  make  any  determinations,  the  matters  contained  in  their  commiflion. 
lnay  require,  the  firfit  Wednefday  in  every  month,  and  as  much  oftner  as  the 
nature  and  circumftances  of  the  bufmefs  and  the  intereft  of  the  Common- 
wealth may  make  it  necefiary. 

7.  That  as  foon  as  the  General  Court,  on  their  part,  fhall  decide  or  deter- 
mine as  to  the  validity  or  extent  of  any  private  claims  to  the  faid  lands,  and 
any  companies  or  individuals  concerned,  between  whom  and  the  Common- 
wealth the  matter  in  controverfy  may  be,  fhall  not  acquiefce  therein,  and  in 
convenient  time  fignify  their  content  to  fuch  determination  ; fome  fuitable 
perfon  or  perfons  be  empowered  and  directed  without  delay,  on  the  part  of 
the  Commonwealth,  to  bring  forward  a procefs  in  law,  whereby  any  fuch  mat- 
ter in  controverfy  may  be  determined. 

NATHANIEL  WELLS. 
NATHAN  DANE. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  Rufus  Putnam , Efq;  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed  furveyor 
for  the  purpofes  mentioned  ; and  that  the  committee  be  directed  and  autho- 
rized to  proceed  and  carry  into  cfTeft  the  faid  report. 

XLVI. 

Refolve  directing  the  Treafurer  to  allow  intereft:  on  public  fecurities  to  the 
purchafers  of  Brown's  eftate,  up  to  the  time  of  payment.  November  5,  1784. 

f \ 

Refolved , That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  hereby  is  em- 
powered and  directed,  to  pay  to  the  purchafers  of  the  eftate,  late  the  eftate  of 
William  Brown , Efq;  fituate  in  Sakm , in  the  county  of  Effete,  fold  to  them  on 
the  1 2th  day  of  October  laft,  by  the  committee  for  felling  conlifcated  eftates  in 
the  Hid  county,  for  Government  fecurities,  the  intereft:  due  at  the  time  of 
payment  on  fuch  fecurities  as  the  faid  purchafers  {hall  pay  refpectively  to  the 
faid  committee,  for  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  eftate  as  they  refpectively  then  pur- 
chafed. 


XLVII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Daland , granting  him  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  pounds  fourteen  {hillings  and  five  pence,  and  directing  the  Treafurer 
to  pay  by  his  note,  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  pounds  thirteen  {hillings* 
November  5,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Daland , praying  for  pay  for  his  fervices  in  con- 
ducting the  marine  prifoners  from  Salem  to  Bojlon , and  for  a reimburfement  of 
the  money  by  him  expended  in  this  bufinefs  : 

Refolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  of  this  State,  to  Ben- 
jamin Da'.and , the  turn  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  fourteen  {hillings 
and  five  pence,  in  part  pay  of  his  account,  and  that  the  Treafurer  be,  and  here- 
by is  directed,  to  pay  by  his  note,  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  further 
fum  of  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  pounds  thirteen  {hillings,  which  two  fums 
v.  ill  be  in  full  of  his  account ; and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  United 
States. 

XLvm. 

• 

Refolve  directing  the  Treafurer  to  pay  to  Adonijah  Rice,  notes  of  the  fame 
tenor  and  turns  which  yvere  delivered*  upon  a forged  order.  November  ^ 
1784. 

§ 


On 
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On  the  petition  of  Adorn j ah  Rice , fetting  forth  that  his  fon,  Samuel  Rice, 
was  a foldier  in  the  Continental  army,  from  the  fore  part  of  the  year  1777, 
until  the  year  1781,  at  which  time  the  faid  Samuel  died  ; and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  January , 1783,  a forged  order  was  drawn  in  favor  of  one  John 
Kimball , upon  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  upon  which  order  the 
notes  due  to  the  aforefaid  Samuel , deceafed,  was  delivered,  whereupon  the  faid 
Adonijah  prays  for  relief : 

Refolded,  That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  make  out  and  pay  to  the  faid  Adonijah  Rice , notes  of  the  fame  te- 
nor and  fums  that  thofe  notes  were  of  which  were  delivered  upon  the  aforefaid 
forged  order. 

vJ 

XLIX. 

Refolve  directing  the  Treafurer  to  difeharge  the  town  of  Cohajfet  for  their  de- 
ficiencies of  the  beef  tax,  and  to  credit  laid  town  with  a further  fum.  No* 
v ember  5,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Lothrop , in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Cohajfet : 
Rcfolved , For  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  petition,  That  the  Treafurer  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed, to  difeharge  the  town  of  Cohajfet , from  an  execution  now 
lying  againlt  the  faid  town,  for  their  deficiency  of  the  beef  tax,  which  defi- 
ciency is  the  fum  of  eighty-one  pounds  three  fhillings  and  three  pence,  the 
faid  town  of  Cohajfet  paying  the  fees  and  charges  that  have  already  arifen  upon 
the  faid  execution. 

And  it  is  further  Refolved , That  the  Treafurer  credit  the  faid  town  of  Co- 
hajfet  the  further  fum  of  eighteen  pounds  fixteen  fhillings  and  nine  pence,  out 
of  the  laft  State  tax  ; the  fame  fums  being  in  full  of  the  deduction  which  the 
faid  town  of  Cohajfet  was  to  receive,  by  a refolve  of  the  General  Court,  dated 
the  nth  March , 1784. 

J 

L. 


Refolve  on  the  petition  of  David  Thayer , to  notify  Silas  Hodges  to  Ihew  caufc, 
See.  the  next  feflion  of  the  General  Court.  November  5,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Thayer  : 

Rcfolved , That  the  petitioner  notify  Silas  Hodges , and  Amos  Barret , or  their 
attorney,  to  ihew  caul'e,  (if  any  they  have)  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  the  next 
feflion  of  the  General  Court,  why  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  Ihould  not 
be  granted,  by  l'erving  the  faid  Silas  and  Amos , or  their  attorney,  with  an  at- 
tested copy  of  his  petition  and  this  order  thereon,  at  leaft  ten  days  before  the 
laid  fecond  Thurfday  of  the  next  feflion,  and  that  the  executions  of  the  faid 
Silas  and  Amos , againfl:  the  faid  Thayer , in  the  mean  time  be  ftayed. 


LI. 

Refolve  on  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Walley  and  John  Simonds , directing  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  to  appoint  commifiioners  on 
the  ellates  of  John  Vajfall  and  Jonathan  Sewall , for  purpofes  mentioned. 
November  5,  1784. 

On  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Walley  and  John  Simonds , praying  that  the  Judge 
of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  may  be  empowered  to  grant  his  war- 
rant 
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rant  to  commiffioners,  for  the  fettling  the  eftates  of  Jonathan  Sczvall  and  John 
VaJ'all,  Efq’rs.  for  a further  time,  that  thereby  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  exhibiting  their  claims  for  allowance  : 

Refolded,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  fo  far  granted,  that  the  Judge  of 
Probate  of  wills,  &c.  for  the  county  of  Middlefex , be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  empowered,  on  application,  to  appoint  commiffioners  to  examine 
the  claims  of  Thomas  l Valley  and  John  Si  mends,  on  the  aforefaid  eftates  of  John 
V a Jail  and  Jonathan  Scwall , Efq’rs.  for  the  term  of  one  month,  from  the  time 
of  their  appointment  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  at. the  expense  of  laid  W alley 
and  Simonds , that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  exhibit  their  claims  within 
the  term  mentioned  ; any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

LII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  the  Honourable  Francis  Dana , directing  the  judges 
of  Probate  for  the  counties  of  Suffolk  and  Middlefex , to  appoint  commiffioners 
to  examine  the  claims  upon  the  feveral  eftates  mentioned*  November  5,  1784. 

Whereas  the  Idonorable  Francis  Dana , Efq;  was  for  a long  time  abfent  from 
this  Commonwealth,  upon  important  bufmefs  of  public  concernment,  by  which 
means  he  was  prevented  exhibiting  claims  he  had  upon  the  eftates  of  David 
Phipps  and  Syhc/icr  Gardiner , abfentees,  until  the  commiffioners  for  examin- 
ing claims  on  the  laid  eftates  had  doled  the  bulinefs  of  their  appointments  : 
Therefore, 

Refolve d.  That  tire  Judges  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  Middle - 
fex,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  respectively  authorized  and  empowered  to  • point 
commi limners  within  their  feverai  iurifdictions,  to  receive  and  examine  any 
claims  that  the  laid  Francis  may  have  upon  the  faia  eftates,  either  in  his  own 
right,  or  as  executor  of  the  laft  will  and  teftament  of  Richard  Dana,  Efq;  de- 
ceafed,  and  report  thereon,  in  the  fame  manner  as  tli'o’  the  laid  claims  had  been 
feafonably  exhibited  to  the  commiffioners  heretofore  appointed  to  examine  the 
claims  on  the  laid  eftates,  and  all  l'uch  proceedings  lhali  be  had  thereon,  and 
every  benefit  and  advantage  lhali  enure  to  the  faid  Francis,  as  though  the  fame 
claims  had  been  allowed  by  the  former  commiffioners  on  the  laid  eftates. 

L1II. 

Grant  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  four  findings  and  fix  pence,  to 
the  Honourable  Francis  Dana , Efq;  as  a member  of  Congrefs,  to  the  26th 
Augvjl  laft.  November  6,  1784. 

On  an  account  of  the  Honourable  Francis  Dana , Efq;  exhibited  to  the  Ge- 
neral Court : 

Rcfolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
the  Honourable  Francis  Dana , Efq;  till;  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fourieea 
pounds  four  {hillings  and  fix  pence,  in  full  difeharge  of  his  expenditures  and 
attendance  as  a delegate  for  this  Commonwealth  at  Congrefs,  from  the  tenth 
day  of  May,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  to  the  twenty-fixth 
day  of  Augujl  following,  both  days  incluftve,  and  making  ninety-four  days. 


LIV. 


Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Chriflophcr  Gore , in  in  behalf  of  Champion , Dichin - 
fon  and  Burgcfs , authorizing  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  Suffolk , to  renew  the 
commiffion  of  infolvency  on  the  eftate  of  Thomas  Lcverctt.  November  6, 
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Upon  the  petition  of  Chriffopher  Gore , in  behalf  of  Alexander  Champion , Tho- 
mas Dickinfon , and  William  Burgefs,  {hewing  that  by  fome  mi  flake  a juft  claim 
which  they  the  laid  Alexander  Champion , Thomas  Dickinfon , and  William  Burgefs , 
had  upon  theeftate  of  Thomas  Levereit , late  of  Bojhn,  deceafed,  ir.fflvent,  was 
not  confidercd  by  the  commiflioners  of  infolvency  on  the  laid  eftate,  though 
feafonably  preferred : Therefore, 

Refolved , That  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  be,  mi  here- 
by is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  renew  the  commiflion  of  insolvency,  ori- 
ginally ifiued,  to  adjuft  the  claims  on  the  eftate  of  the  faid  I <v  deft,  or  to  ap- 
point new  commiflioners,  as  he  fhall  think  proper,  whofc  duty  and  bufinefs  it 
ihail  be  to  examine  the  claims  of  the  faid  Champion, Dickinfon,  and  Burgefs,  and 
any  others  on  the  faid  Lcverctt's  eftate,  and  report  the  amount  thereof  ; and 
upon  comparifon  of  the  fame,  with  the  claims  of  the  other  creditors  already 
allowed,to  variate  the  report  made  upon  the  former  commiflion,  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  that  the  fame  juftice  and  rate  of  diftribution  fhall  enure  to  the  faid 
Champion,  Dickinfon , and  Burgefs , as  to  thofe  creditors  whofe  claims  have  alrea- 
dy been  allowed,  and  to  report  the  fame  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  which  re- 
port made  fhall  be  valid,  the  former  notwithstanding  ; and  in  cafe  payment  of 
any  claims  already  allowed  hath  been  made,  the  feveral  creditors  which  have 
received  the  fame,  fhall  be  holden  to  refund  the  fame,  in  proportion  as  their 
feveral  claims  fhall  be  leflened  by  the  proceedings  on  this  refolve. 

LV. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Chriffopher  Gore , for  Champion , Dickinfon , and  Bur- 
gefs, directing  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  EJfex , to  appoint  commiflioners  on 
the  eftate  of  Epes  Sargent.  November  6,  1784. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Chrijlopher  Gore,  in  behalf  of  Alexander  Champion , Tho- 
mas Dickinfon,  and  William  Burgefs,  fhewing  that  by  a miftakeof  the  adminiftra- 
tor  on  the  eftate  of  Epes  Sargent,  late  of  Gloccfcr , deceafed,  infolvent,  a juft 
claim  of  the  faid  Alexander  Champion,  Thomas  Dickinfon , and  William  Burgefs , 
amounting  to  feventeen  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  nine  fhillings  and  nine 
pence  fterling,  was  exhibited  to  the  commiflioners  of  infolvency  on  the  faid 
eftate,  as  amounting  to  nine  hundred  pounds  only,  and  diftribution  took  place 
of  the  eftate  of  the  laid  Epes  Sargent,  agreeable  thereto  : Therefore, 

Refolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  county  of  Efex,  be,  and  hereby 
is  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  examine  the  juftice 
of  the  faid  claim,  and  upon  comparifon  of  the  report  of  the  former  commif- 
fioners  as  already  made*  to  report  what  further  lum  ought  to  have  been  al- 
lowed thereon  ; and  if  any,  report  the  fame  to  the  faid  Judge  of  Probate,  who 
is  hereby  directed  to  caufe  a record  thereof,  together  with  this  refolve,  to  be 
entered  in  the  Regifter’s  Office  of  the  faid  Court ; and  upon  the  diftribution 
of  the  dower  of  the  widow  of  the  faid  Epes,  fuch  further  diftributive  fum,  with 
intereft,  fhall  be  paid  to  the  laid  Champion , Dickinfon,  and  Burgefs,  or  their 
heirs,  out  of  the  faid  dower,  in  priority  to  any  other  claims, as  they  would  have 
been  entitled  to,  had  their  claim  been  wholly  exhibited  before  the  clofe  of  the 
commiflion  of  infolvency  heretofore  granted  on  the  faid  eftate,  and  as  fhall 
caufe  equal  juftice  to  enure  to  all  the  creditors  of  the  faid  Epes. 


LVI. 


Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Elihu  Gifford,  granting  him  a new  trial  in  the  cafe 
of  John  Bean.  November  6,  1784. 


On 
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On  the  petition  of  Elihu  Gifford,  praying  for  a new  trial  in  an  action  brought 
againft  him  by  John  Bean , on  which  fuit  a judgment  was  recovered  againft 
the  petitioner  on  default  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at  Sherburne , 
in  the  county  of  Nantucket , in  March , 1784,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  faid 
petition  : 

Refolvcd,  That  the  petitioner  be,  and  he  hereby  is  entitled  to  a new  trial  on 
the  action  aforeiaid  : And  the  Juftices  of  the  faid  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
at  their  feflions  to  be  holden  at  Sherburne , within  and  for  the  county  of  Nan- 
tucket, on  the  laft  Tuefday  of  March  next,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized 
and  fully  empowered,  to  refume  the  aforefaid  action,  take  off  the  default,  and 
proceed  to  a trial  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  legally  might  on  a new  entry, 
the  petitioner  firft  ferving  the  adverfe  party  with  an  attelted  copy  of  this  re- 
folve,  fourteen  days  at  the  leaft  before  the  aforefaid  laft  Tuefday  or  March  next, 
and  that  execution  on  the  former  judgment  be  ftaid  in  the  mean  time  ; any 
law  or  refolve  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

LV1I. 

4 1 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Elijha  Cranfon , in  behalf  of  the  town  of  AJhfcid 
directing  the  Treafurer  to  fend  his  warrant  to  Jofeph  Barren,  to  collect  the 
tax  mentioned,  and  to  i'tay  his  execution.  November  6,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Elijha  Cranfon,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Afffcld,  pray- 
ing that  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commowealth_  may  be  directed  to  fend  his 
warrant  to  Jofeph  Warren,  one  of  the.  Collectors  feu*  the  faid  town,  em- 
powering the  laid  Collector  to  collect  tax  N°-  i,  granted  in  January,  1782, 
from  the  feveral  perfons  whofe  names  are  contained  in  the  lift  of  the  faid  tax 
committed  to  the  faid  Collector  by  the  AfTefTors  of  the  faid  town  of  AJhfcid  ; 
and  that  he  be  directed  not  to  fend  any  execution  for  the  faid  tax  againft  the 
faid  town,  till  fomc  future  time,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  faid  petition  : 
Refolvcd,  That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  fend  his  warrant  to  Jofeph  Warren,  the  aforefaid  Collector,  em- 
powering him  to  collect  the  tax  aforcfiid  : And  he  is  hereby  further  directed 
to  ftay,  for  the  fpace  of  three  months,  the  ifluing  any  further  execution  for 
the  tax  aforefaid  againft  either  the  town  of  AJhfcid , or  the  prefent  Colle&or. 

LVIII. 

Refolve  eftabliihing  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  Gene- 
ral Court.  November  8,  1784. 

Rejolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
the  turn  of  eight  (hillings  to  each  member  of  the  Honourable  Council,  and 
the  fum  of  feven  (hillings  and  fix  pence  to  each  member  of  the  Honourable 
Senate,  and  the  fum  of  l'evcn  (hillings  to  each  member  of  the  Houle  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  for  each  day  they  have  attended  the  Council  or  General  Court 
the  prefent  feflion  ; alfo  the  further  fum  of  one  day’s  pay  for  every  ten  miles 
diftance  each  member  lives  from  this  place. 

LIX. 

Refolve  for  felling  the  furnace,  he.  at  Bridgwater,  and  empowering  Hugh 
Orr,  Efq;  to  fell  the  fame.  November  8,  1784. 

Rejolved , That  Hugh  Orr , Efq;  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  direct- 
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eel  to  fell  (either  at  public  or  private  falc,  as  he  fhall  judge  belt)  the  air-fur- 
naces and  blaft-furnacc,  together  with  the  boring-mill  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth at  Bridgwater  ; together  with  all  the  land  and  appurtenances  there- 
unto belonging',  (except  the  machine  for  boring  folid  cannon)  and  give  and 
execute  a good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  fame  in  behalf  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  receive  in  payment  for  the  lame  government  confolidated 
fecurities,  and  pay  the  proceeds  thereof  into  the  treafury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor  ; one  of  which  he  is  directed  to 
lodge  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  and  make  report  to  the  General  Court  of  his 
proceedings  as  foon  as  may  be. 

LX. 

Rcfolve  allowing  the  Treafurer’s  accounts  for  the  county  of  Plymouth  ; and 

granting  a tax  of  two  hundred  pounds  for  defraying  the  charges  of  faid 

county.  Novesnber  8,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  Treafurer’s  accounts  for  the 
county  of  Plymouth , that  his  accounts  are  right  call  and  well  vouched  ; that 
all  the  monies  granted  and  allowed  by  the  Court  of  General  Seffions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  faid  county,  from  Odlober  1 1,  1783,  to  September  30,  1784,  were 
for  fuch  purpofes  and  appropriations  as  by  law  the  faid  Court  were  empower- 
ed to  grant  : Therefore, 

Refo/vedy  That  the  faid  accounts  be  accepted  and  allowed. 

And  whereas  it  appears  from  an  ellimate  of  the  Jullices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Seffions  of  the  Peace  of  the  faid  county  of  Plymouth , made  on 
the  firft  Tuefday  of  October , 1784,  that  the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds 
will  be  neceflary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  faid  county  for  one  year 
then  next  enfuing  : Therefore, 

Rcfolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a tax  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  apportioned  and  allellcd  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  county  and  ellates 
lying  within  the  fame,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
county,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

LX  I. 

Relblvc  penfioning  Edmund  Brit , and  entitling  him  to  one  quarter  pay  as  a 

foldier.  November  8,  1784. 

On  the  reprefen tation  of  John  Lucas , commiflary  of  penfoners,  in  the  be- 
half of  Edmund  Brit , a foldier  in  Colonel  Thomas  Nixons  regiment,  and  in 
Abiel  Holden's  company,  who  was  wounded  the  19th  of  September , 1 777,  as 
appears  by  his  certificate  : 

Rcfolved , That  the  faid  Edmund  Brit  be  entitled  to  one  quarter  part  of  pay 
as  a foldier,  from  January  1,  1780,  till  further  order  of  the  General  Court, 
or  Congrefs. 

LX  II. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Wejlern , directing  the  Treafurer 
to  credit  the  town  the  fine  mentioned.  November  8,  1784. 

’ On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Wejlern , fetting  forth  that  the  town 
was  fined  for  not  railing  one  three-months  man,  which  they  were  directed 
to  raife  by  a refolve  of  the  30th  of  June , 1781. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  faid  town  of  Wejlern  did  actually 
raife  the  faid  man  ; Refolved , 
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Refolded,  That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is  hereby- 
directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  Wejlcrn , twenty-one  pounds  one  fluffing  and 
eleven  pence,  in  the  (late  tax  granted  in  March  1783,  it  being  the  fine  and 
bounty  for  one  three-months  man. 

LXIII. 

Refolve  on  the  reprefentation  of  Thomas  Ivors,  Efq;  relative  to  the  accounts 
of  Mefiieurs  Purviance  ; and  directing  the  committee  for  fettling  late  Board 
of  War  accounts,  &c.  to  deliver  to  the  Treafurer  the  fame  accounts,  and 
to  employ  fome  fuitable  perfon  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt.  Nov.  8,  1784. 

Rcfolvcd,  That  the  committee  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  late  Board  of 
War,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to  deliver  to  the  Treafurer  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  accounts  of  the  faid  Board  of  War  againft  Samuel  Purvi- 
ance and  Robert  Purviance,  of  Baltimore,  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  merchants  ; 
and  that  the  Treafurer  employ  fome  fuitable  perfon  to  take  proper  meafures  to 
recover  from  the  faid  Samuel  and  Robert  whatever  may  be  due  thereon  to  this 
Commonwealth. 

• Rcfolvcd,  That  the  perfon  who  lhall  be  employed  by  the  Treafurer  as  afore- 
faid,  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  commence  any  action  or  actions  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth  againft  the  faid  Samuel  and  Robert , 
rir  either  of  them,  for  the  recovery  of  any  fum  or  fums  of  money  due  from 
them,  or  either  of  them,  to  this  ftate  ; and  to  profecute  the  fame  either  by 
himfelf,  or  his  fubftitute,  to  final  judgment  and  execution. 

LXIV. 

Refolve  empowering  the  Governor  and  Council  to  draw  warrants  in  favour  of 
officers  commanding  artillery  companies  in  this  Commonwealth, for  erecting 
gun-houfes,  in  order  to  depofit  field-pieces,  with  provifo.  Nov.  8,  1784. 

Whereas  handing  armies  in  time  of  peace  are  incompatible  with  the  fiifety 
of  a free  republic,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  : The  militia 
of  this  State,  and  of  the  United  States,  muft  therefore  be  confidered  as  of 
great  importance  for  the  defence  of  the  lives,  rights  and  properties  of  the 
community.  And  whereas  it  is  the  ardent  wifli  of  this  Legiilature  to  have  a 
militia  rcfpecfable  and  well  difeiplined,  at  all  times  prepared  to  refill:  invafions 
and  to  repel  attacks  : Every  encouragement  fhould  be  held  out  which  w ill  have1 
a tendency  to  preferve  the  martial  lpirit  of  the  people,  and  to  promote  difei- 
plinc  : The  companies  of  artillery  in  particular  deferring  attention,  being  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  ufefulnefs  and  fervices,  it  is  the  determination  of  this  - 
Court  to  grant  them  every  afiiftance  in  their  power  confident  with  their  du  - 
ty : Therefore, 

Rcfolvcd,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empower-' 
ed  and  requeued,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, to  draw  a warrant  on 
the  Treafurer  in  favour  of  the  commanding  officer  of  each  company  of  artil-; 
lery  which  are  already,  or  that  fhall  hereafter  be  raifed,  for  a fum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  pounds  ; which  fum,  drawn  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  applied  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  erecting  a gun-houfc,  in  fome  convenient  place,  for  the  depo- 
fiting  the  field-pieces,  and  other  military  appendages  neceflary  for  the  fame — 
Provided,  the  faid  companies  fhall  be  incorporated  and  cquipt  agreeable  to  the 
militia  law  of  this  Commonwealth — And  provided  alfo,  the  faid  commanding 
officer  fhall,  previous  to  his  receiving  the  money  as  aforefaid,  give  a bond  to 
the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  fu indent  fureties,  for  the  fum  of 
forty  pounds,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  application  of  the  fame,  for  the 
purpofes  herein  before  directed.  Refolve 
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Rcfolve  approving  the  conduct  of  the  Honourable  Francis  Dana , Efq;  a mem- 
ber of  Congrefs  for  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  Committee  of  the  States, 
relative  to  the  adjournment  of  laid  Committee,  and  directing  the  delegates 
in  this  cafe.  November  9,  1784. 

Refolved , That  the  Legiflature  approve  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Dana , a mem- 
ber for  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  Committee  of  the  States,  relative  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  faid  Committee  ; and  that  the  delegates  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  lay  before  Congrefs  the  doings  of 
the  fiid  Committee  reflecting  the  fame  adjournment,  and  the  removal  of  the 
public  papers  and  records  from  Annapolis  to  Philadelphia , and  to  requeft  their 
opinion  and  order  in  the  premifes. 

LXVI. 

Rcfolvc  on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Brown , Efq;  directing  the  committee  for 
fettling  with  the  army,  to  fettle  with  the  faid  Brown  his  arrears  of  pay,  &c- 
November  9,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Andrew  Brown , Efq;  an  officer  in  the  late  muttering  de- 
partment within  this  State  : 

Refolved , That  the  committee  for  fettling  with  the  army  be,  and  hereby  are 
directed,  to  fettle  with  and  pay  the  faid  Andrew  Brown , Efq;  for  his  arrears  of 
pay  and  year’s  advance  agreeable  to  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  1 2th  of 
October , 1781. 

LX  VII. 

Refolve  on  the  memorial  of  William  Lithgow , Efq;  directing  the  Treafurer  to 
ftay  executions  againft  the  feveral  towns  in  the  county  ot  Lincoln  for  defici- 
encies in  procuring  men  and  beef,  until  the  third  Wednefday  of  February 
next.  November  9,  1784. 

Whereas  the  memorial  of  William  Lithgow , jun.  Efq;  of  the  31ft  day  of  Jcf 
nuary , 1784,  in  behalf  of  feveral  towns  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , praying 
(for  rcafons  fet  forth  in  the  faid  memorial)  that  the  faid  towns  may  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  payment  of  the  tax  affieffed  upon  them  for  not  procuring  their  re- 
fpective  quotas  of  three  years  and  three  and  five  months-mcn  for  the  army, 
amounting  to  the  average  price  of  the  faid  refpective  quotas  ; and  alfo  for  the 
deficiencies  in  procuring  beef,  is  referred  for  confideration  to  the  next  leffion  of 
the  General  Court  : Therefore, 

Refolved , That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  hereby  is  di- 
rected, to  Itay  execution  againft  the  feveral  towns  in  the  faid  county  of  Lincoln , 
fo  far  as  refpects  their  deficiencies  in  procuring  men  and  beef,  until  the  third 
Wednefday  in  February  next  ; any  refolve  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

LX  VIII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  JoJhua  Pray , directing  execution  for  taxes  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Shapleighton , in  the  county  of  'fork , to  be  flayed.  November 
9,  1784. 
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0*1  the  petition  of  fofhita  Pray , in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others,  fetting 
forth  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  known  by  the  name  of  Skap- 
Icighton , adjacent  to  the  town  of  Labanon , in  the  county  of  York,  relative  to 
taxes  given  him  and  James  Wilber  ill  to  colled  of  the  laid  S bap! eight  on,  praying 
for  further  time  allowed  them  to  colled  the  fame  : 

Refolded,  That  executions  refpeding  fuch  a part  of  faid  taxes  that  are  now  to 
them  reflectively  due  from  the  inhabitants  aforefaid,  be  flayed  until  the  firft 
day  of  May  next  ; and  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  govern  himfelf  according- 
ly- 

LXIX. 

Refolve  on  a miftake  on  the  apportionment  of  the  Reprefentatives  pay  between 
the  town  of  AClon  and  dil'trid  of  Carlijle , direding  the  Treafurer  for  his 
government.  November  9,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  in  the  apportionment  of  the  Re- 
prefentatives pay  in  the  laft  Rate  tax,  there  is  a clerical  miftake  between  the 
town  of  Aclon  and  diftrid  of  Carlijle  ; for  remedy  whereof, 

Refolved , That  the  fum  of  thirty-feven  pounds  fix  findings  and  one  penny 
farthing  be  put  to  the  faid  town  of  Adon,  inftead  of  twenty-two  pounds  fif- 
teen findings  ; and  there  be  put  to  the  faid  diftrid  of  Carlijle , the  fum  of 
twenty-nine  pounds,  three  findings  and  ten  pence  three  farthings  only,  in- 
ftead of  forty-three  pounds,  fifteen  fhdlings  : And  the  Treafurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth is  hereby  direded  to  govern  hifnfelf  accordingly. 

LXX. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Buxton,  direding  the  Treafurer  to  difeharge  faid 
town  from  the  payment  of  a certain  fum  of  money.  November  10,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Buxton,  fetting  forth  that  they  are  called 
upon  by  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  payment  of  the  fcveral 
taxes  which  were  fet  on  the  plantation  of  Naraganfet,  N°-  1.  from  the  year 
1761,  to  the  year  1772,  and  praying  for  an  abatement  of  the  faid  taxes  : 
Refolved,  That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  difeharge  the. town  of  Buxton  from  the  payment  of  one  hundred 
pounds  in  part  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  one  {hilling  and  eight 
pence  three  farthings,  which  fum  it  appears  the  faid  town  of  Buxton  was  char- 
ged with  from  the  year  1761,  to  the  year  1772,  while  unincorporated,  and 
which  fum  never  has  been  afi'effed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  then  plantation. 

LX  XI* 


Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Joftah  Glover,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Sqttan- 
turn  in  Dorcheflcr , giving  them  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  ptirpofes  menti- 
oned. November  10,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Jofiah  Glover , and  others,  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
Dorchcjler  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  ^quantum,  and  the  farms,  pray- 
ing to  be  feparated  from  the  faid  town,  and  to  be  annexed  to  the  tov/n  of 
Braintree  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  ptlrpofe 
of  feparating  themfelves,  together  with  their  eftates,  from  the  faid  town  of 
Dorcheflcr , io  far  only  as  rdpects  fchool  and  parifh  expences  and  privileges, 
> U and 
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and  for  the  purpofe  of  annexing  the  faid  petitioners,  with  their  ellates,  to  the 
laid  town  of  Braintree , fo  far  only  as  relates  to  fchool  expences  and  privileges, 
and  to  the  north  parilh  of  Braintree  aforefaid,  fo  far  only  as  regards  parilh  ex- 
pences and  privileges. 

LXXII. 


Refoive  on  the  petition  of  Prince  Weft,  directing  the  committee  for  the  faleof 
ahfentees  ellates  in  the  county  of  Berkjhirc , to  give  a deed  of  the  lands 
mentioned,  See.  November  10,  1784. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Prince  Weft , praying  that  he  may  have  a deed  of  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  deicribed  in  his  laid  petition,  lately  belonging  to  John  Mur- 
ray, Efq;  an  abfentee  ; the  laid  Murray  having,  in  the  year  1772,  given  to 
the  faid  Prince  Weft , together  with  one  Mclctiah  Hatch , a bond  conditioned 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  laid  tracts  of  land,  on  the  faid  Weft  and  Hatch's  pay- 
ing him  certain  fums  of  money,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  paid  to 
the  laid  Blur  ray  : 

Refolvcd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  ; and  that  the  com- 
mittee for  the  fale  of  ahfentees  eftates  for  the  county  of  Berk/hire,  be,  and 
are  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  to  give  and  execute  to  the  faid  Prince 
Weft , a good  and  l'uflicient  deed  of  the  feveral  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  de- 
scribed as  aforefaid  ; the  faid  Prince  Weft  fid!  giving  bond,  with  fuilicient  furc- 
tics,  to  the  faid  committee,  for  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fix 
pounds,  together  with  the  intereft  which  may  have  arifen  thereon  from  the 
lixth  day  of  April,  1772,  to  the  time  of  executing  the  deed  as  aforefaid. 


LXXIII. 


Refolvcon  the  petition  of  David  Ttlden , of  Pembroke , giving  him  leave  to  en- 
ter the  complaint  mentioned  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  November  10, 
1784. 

Upon  the  petition  of  David  Tilden,  of  Pembroke , in  the  county  of  Plymouth , 

f;raying  for  liberty  to  enter  a complaint  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  be 
icld  at  B often,  the  firft  Tuefday  of  December  next,  for  the  affirmation  of  a 
judgment  recovered  by  the  faid  David , as  adminiftrator  on  the  ehate  of  Ruth 
Parrot , late  of  Bofton , deceafed,  again!!  Stephen  Maynard , of  Weftborough , in 
l lie  county  of  Worcefter , at  a Court  of  Common  Picas,  held  on  the  lecond 
Tuefday  of  ‘June  lalt  : 

Refolvcd , That  the  petitioner,  upon  giving  due  notice  to  him  the  faid  May- 
nard, have  leave  to  enter  a complaint  again!!  him  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  to  be  holden  by  adjournment  at  Bofton , within  and  for  the  county  of 
Sujjolk,  in  December  next,  lor  the  affirmation  of  a judgment  recovered  by  the 
faid  Davul,  in  his  laid  capicity,  again!!  the  faid  Stephen,  at  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  as  aforefaid  : And  the  faid  Supreme  Judicial  Court  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  take  cognizance  of  the  faid  complaint,  and  to  affirm  the  faid 
judgment  as  or  Worcefter  term,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  faid  complaint 
had  been  entered  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  held  at  Worcefter,  on  the  third 
Tuefday  of  September  lafl,  and  from  thence  continued  to  the  faid  Court  to  be 
held  at  the  faid  Bofton , on  the  firl!  Tuefday  of  December  next,  as  aforefaid,  for 
judgment  to  be  entered  np  as  of  the  faid  Worcefter  term,  with  the  allowance 
of  the  fame  coll  as  if  judgment  had  been  then  affirmed. 


Grant 
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LXXIV. 

Grant  of  ninety-pounds  to  William  Baker , meflenger  of  the  General  Court,  for 
his  fervices,  from  the  25th  of  May  to  the  26th  of  November , 1784.  Novem- 
ber 10,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Baker , praying  for  allowance  for  his  fervices  as 
meflenger  to  the  General  Court : 

Refolved , That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  William  Baker , the  l'um  of  ninety  pounds,  in  full  for  his  fervices 
as  meflenger  to  the  General  Court,  to  the  26th  November,  1784  ; it  being  for 
one  half  year  from  the  25th  of  May  laft. 

LXXV. 

Grant  of  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  fix  {hillings,  to  the  Honourable 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Efq;  for  his  fervices  as  member  of  Congrefs.  November 
10,  1784. 

Refolved , That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  Elbridge  Gerry , Efq;  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  forty-nine 
pounds  fix  (hillings,  in  full  for  his  fervices  and  expences  as  a delegate  to  Con- 
grefs, to  the  twelfth  day  of  July  laft. 


LXXVI. 

Refolvc  directing  the  committee  for  felling  certain  ftrips  of  land,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  York,  to  fell  certain  lands  remaining  unfold,  either  at  public  or  private 
falc,  and  rendering  valid  any  deeds  by  them  given.  November  10,  1784. 

Refolved , That  the  committee  appointed  by  a refolve  of  the  General  Court, 
palled  the  twentieth  of  March  laft,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  empowered,  to  fell  lucli  of  the  land  remaining  unfold  as  the  laid 
committee  were  directed  to  fell,  either  at  public  or  private  fale,  as  heretofore 
directed  ; and  that  any  deed  or  deeds  already  executed,  or  that  may  hereafter 
be  executed  by  the  laid  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  pursuance 
of  this  or  the  former  refolve,  Ihall  be  valid  and  effectual,  for  the  purpofe  of 
conveying  to  the  grantee  or  grantees,  their  heirs  and  afligns,  a complete  title 
to  the  lands  therein  refpectively  mentioned  ; the  actual  pofleflion  thereof  by 
any  other  perfon  or  perfons  notwithftanding. 

LXXVII. 

Refolvc  directing  the  common  law  Courts  to  fufpend  rendering  judgment  for 
intereft  on  actions  brought  by  real  Britijh  fubjects,  or  abfentees,  to  the 
third  Wednefday  of  the  next  feflion.  November  10,  1784. 

Whereas  the  payment  of  intereft  which  might  have  accrued  during  the  late 
war,  upon  debts  due  from  the  citizens  of  this  or  any  of  the  United  States, 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  fame,  to  real  Britijh  fubjects,  and  others 
commonly  called  abfentees,  would  be  not  only  inequitable  and  unjuft,  but  alfo 
as  the  Legillature  of  this  Commonwealth  conceive  repugnant  to  the  fpirit 
and  intendment  of  the  fourth  article  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  provides 
only  for  the  payment  of  bona  fide  debts  } and  as  the  Legillature  have  taken 

meafures 
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meafures  to  obtain  the  fenfe  of  Congrcfs  upon  the  faid  article,  fo  far  as  the  fair? 
refpefts  the  payment  of  intereft  which  might  have  accrued  as  aforefaid  ; and  in 
the  mean  time  judgments  may  be  obtained  in  fome  of  the  Courts  of  law  with- 
in this  Commonwealth  for  intereft  accruing  as  aforefaid,  contrary  to  the  tru^ 
delign  of  the  faid  treaty  : Therefore, 

Refolded , That  in  all  aftions  or  fuits  which  are  or  may  be  infeituted  or 
brought  to  any  of  the  Judicial  Courts  within  this  Commonwealth,  wherein 
any  real  Briti/b  fubject  or  abfentee  is  plaintiff  or  defendant,  and  which  a&ions 
or  fuits,  by  the  la  ws  thereof,  are  fuftainable  therein,  the  juftices  of  the  fame 
Courts  arc  hereby  feve rally  'directed  to  fufpend  rendering  judgment  for  any  in- 
tereft that  might  have  accrued  upon  the  demand  obtained  in  fuch  actions  or 
fuits,  between  the  19th  day  of  Aprils  1775,  and  the  20th  day  of  January  ^ 1783, 
until  the  third  Wednefday  of  the  next  fitting  of  the  General  Court. 

Provided  always.  That  if  in  any  fuch  actions  or  fuits  the  plaintiffs  fliall  move 
for,  or  by  default  have  right  to  judgment,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  the  juftices 
aforefaid  Avail  caufe  judgment  to  be  entered  for  the  principal  fum,  which  by  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth  fuch  plantiffs  fhall  be  entitled  to  recover,  and  all 
fuch  intereft  as  accrued  thereon  before  the  faid  1 9th  day  of  April , and  fubfe- 
quent  to  faid  20th  day  of  January , and  executions  fhall  iffue  accordingly  ; and 
ir  Congrrfs  fhall  hereafter  determine  that  the  intereft  which  might  have  accrued 
on  any  bona  fide  debt  aforefaid  during  the  war,  ought  by  the  treaty  aforefaid  to 
be  confidered  as  part  of  fuch  debt ; then  the  faid  Courts  refpeftively  fliall  pro- 
ceed to  enter  a further  judgment  for  the  amount  of  all  fuch  laft-mentioned  in- 
tereft without  any  new  procefs,  and  iffue  execution  for  fuch  further  fum  ac- 
cordingly ; and  all  attachments  made,  or  bail  given  upon  any  action  inftituted 
as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  holdcn  to  refpond  the  final  judgment  that  may  be  given 
for  the  amount  of  fuch  laft  mentioned  intereft. 


LXXVI11. 

Order  for  inftrufting  the  delegates  to  Congrcfs  relative  to  Britifh  fubjects,  anti 
certain  perfons  who  left  this  State  after  the  5th  Oclober , 1774.  November 
10,  1784. 

Ordered , Thfit  the  delegates  reprefenting  this  Commonwealth  in  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  inftructed  to  defire  of 
Congrcfs  their  fenfe  on  the  following  queftion,  viz.  Whether  it  will  confift 
with  the  treaty  of  peace  fubfifting  between  Grcaf-Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America , for  the  Legiflature  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  pafs  an  act  debarring 
Britijh  fubjects,  and  thofe  perfons  who  left  the  late  province  of  Maff'achufetts- 
Bay , after  the  5th  of  Oftobcr , 1774,  and  before  the  eftablifhment  of  the  prefen t 
Conftitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  took  the  protection  of  the  King  of 
Great-Britain , or  his  government,  fleet  or  army,  or  either  of  them,  from  reco- 
vering any  intereft  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  accrued  during  the  war,  on 
debts  contracted  before  the  war  ? And  that  the  faid  delegates  be  further  in- 
ftructed in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  requeft  of  Congrefs 
their  fenfe  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  “ bona  fide”  debts,  as  mentioned  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  particularly  whether  the  fame  are 
intended  and  ought  to  be  conftrued,  to  include  the  intereft  that  would  have  ac* 
crued  thereon,  had  not  the  war  intervened  ; and  to  communicate  to  the  Legif- 
lature of  this  Commonwealth  the  doings  of  Congrefs  thereon  as  foon  as  may 
be. 


Refolv£ 


t 
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LXXIX. 

Refolve  empowering  the  commiffioners  on  Wcjlern  lands  to  employ  council  to 
affift  them  in  fuppor ting  the  claims  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  veiling  them 
with  all  the  powers  by  a refolve  of  2d  July  laft.  November  10,  1784. 

Whereas  Francis  Dana , Efq;  has  declined  accepting  his  appointment  as  one 
of  the  commiffioners.  to  fupport  the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  certain 
lands  weft  of  Hucif on’ s- River  : 

4 Refolvcd,  That  John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan , Efq’rs.  the  other  perfons  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  have  all  the  power  and  authority  which  by 
a refolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  fecond  day  of  July  laft,  was  given  to 
the  laid  three  commiffioners  ; and  that  they  have  authority  to  employ  one 
other  gentleman  as  council  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  appear  before 
any  Court  that  may  be  appointed,  agreeable  to  the  confederation,  and  affift 
in  conducing  the  claim  of  this  Commonwealth  to  certain  lands,  lying  weft  of 
Hudfcn  ’ s.- River. 

LXXX. 

Refolve  making  provifion  for  the  light-houfe  at  Nantucket , and  eftablilhing  th# 
pay  of  the  keeper,  directing  the  Commiffary-General,  and  granting  him  two 
' hundred  pounds.  November  10,  1784.  , 

Whereas  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  on  the  4th  inft. 
was  pleafed  to  appoint  Capt.  Paul  Pinkham , keeper  of  the  light  houfe  on  the 
illand  of  Nantucket , and  as  a proper  regulation  for  the  keeping  and  fupplying 
of  the  faid  light-houfe  with  oil  and  other  materials  is  indifpenlibly  necellary: 
Rcfolved , That  the  Commiffary-General  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  empowered  and  directed,  to  provide  for  the  fupplies  of  the  light-houfe 
on  the- illand  of  - Nantucket , (annually)  begining  on  thefirit  day  of  October,  1784, 
being  the  time  the  laid  light-houfe  was  lighted,  the  following  articles,  viz. 
Thirty  pounds  of  cotton,  twelve  cords  of  wood,  and  oil  in  fuch  quantities  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  found  neceffary  for  the  faid  light. 

Be  it  further  Refolvcd,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  the  Commiffary-General,  two  hundred  pounds,  to  enable  him  to 
furniffi  the  feveral  articles  enumerated,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  fame.  * 

And  be  it  further  Refolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  trear 
fury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  keeper  of  the  faid  light-houfe,  for  himfelf 
and  one  affiftant  for  the  time  being,  feventy-live  pounds  per  annum,  from  and 
after  the  firft  day  of  Ottober , 1784. 

LXXXI. 

Refolve  on  the  memorial  of  Richard  Deverii , Efq;  Commiffary-General,  grant- 
ing him  one  thoufand  and  eighty-nine  pounds  fifteen  Ihillings  and  five- 
pence,  for  the  eredting  a light-houfe,  and  a l'raall  houfe,  at  Nantucket.  No- 
vember 11,  1784. 

On  the  memorial  of  Richard  Devcns,  Efq;  Commiffary-General,  praying  al- 
lowance and  payment  of  his  account  for  erecting  a light-houfe,  and  a fmall 
houfe  for  the  keeper  on  the  illand  of  Nantucket , purfuant  to  a refolve  of  the 
General  Court,  paffed  the  fifth  day.  of  February , 1784  : Whereas  the  laid  ac- 
counts appear  right  call  and  well  vouched  : 

X Rcfolved , 
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Refolvcd , That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Richard  Devens , Efq;  Commifiary-General,  the  fum  of  one 
thoufand  and  eighty-nine  pounds  fifteen  fhillings  and  five-pence,  which  toge- 
ther with  three  hundred  pounds  which  he  has  already  received,  is  in  full  dif- 
charge  of  the  faid  accounts. 

LXXXII. 

Refolve  appointing  Hugh  Orr,  Caleb  Davis , and  Richard  Devens,  Efq’rs.  acom- 
mittee  to  attend  the  fale  of  the  Continental  military  flares,  and  to  make 
purchafes  of  the  fame.  November  n,  1784. 

Whereas  it  is  the  good  policy  of  every  wife  government,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
prepare  for  as  the  moft  probable  means  of  preventing  war  : And  whereas  there 
are  great  quantities  of  ordnance  and  military  ftores  advertized  for  public  fale, 
in  Bojlon , on  Wednefday  the  17th  of  the  prefent  month  : 

Rcfolved,  That  Hugh  Orr  and  Caleb  Davis , Efq’rs.  and  Richard,  Devens , Efq; 
Commiffary-General,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a committee  to  attend 
the  faid  fales  ; and  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  to  pur- 
chafe,  for  account  and  for  the  ufe  of  this  Commonwealth,  fuch  of  the  faid 
{lores,  not  perifhable,  as  may  be  in  their  opinion  for  the  intereft  and  fafety  of 
the  fame,  and  them  to  have  removed  and  fecured  in  fome  fuitable  place  in 
Watertown. 

Refolvcd , That  there  be  paid  out  of  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the 
faid  committee,  fuch  public  fecurities  as  may  be  fufficient  to  enable  them  to 
pay  for  the  llores  they  may  purchafe  as  aforefaid  ; alfo  fuch  fums  in  fpecie  as 
may  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  removing  and  fecuring  the  fame  ; the  faid 
committee  being  accountable  to  the  General  Court  at  their  next  fitting. 

LXXXIII. 

Refolve  conftituting  John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan,  Efq’rs.  lawful  agents,  to 
reprefent  this  State  in  Congrefs,  on  the  firllof  December  next,  on  the  fubject 
of  certain  lands,  to  which  the  State  of  New-Tork  fet  up  a claim,  and  giving 
inftru&ions  to  faid  agents.  November  11,  1784. 

Whereas  the  Legiflature  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  their  petition  to  Con- 
grefs on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  May  laft  paft,  alledged  that  certain  lands 
to  which  the  State  of  New-Tork  fet  up  a claim,  were  the  juft  and  proper  right 
of  this  Commonwealth  ; and  Congrefs  having  given  notice  thereof  to  the  laid 
State,  and  appointed  the  firft  Monday  of  December  next  to  proceed  in  the  pre- 
mifes,  as  by  the  article  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  is  directed  : 
Refolvcd,  That  the  Honourable  John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan , Efq’rs.  with 
the  delegates  who  lhall  a&ually  reprefent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congrefs,  on 
the  firft  day  of  December  next,  or  the  major  part  of  the  perfons  before  men- 
tioned, be,  and  they  hereby  are  conftituted  the  lawful  agents  of  this  State,  and 
are  authorized  and  empowered,  with  fuch  agent  or  agents  as  are  or  may  be 
empowered  therefor,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  State  of  New-7'ork,  to  ap- 
point by  joint  confent,  commiflioners  or  judges  to  conftitute  a Court  for  the 
hearing  and  determining  the  claims  of  the  lame  State  and  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  the  lands  mentioned  and  deferibed  in  the  petition  aforefaid  ; and  in 
cafe  the  faid  State  of  New-Tork  lhall  negleft  to  attend  by  their  agent  or  agents 
at  the  time  appointed  therefor  by  Congrefs,  or  if  attending  the  agent  or  agents 
of  the  faid  State  and  of  this  Commonwealth,  cannot  agree  to  appoint  by  joint 
confent,  commillioners  pr  judges  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  then  the  faid  agents 
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of  this  Commonwealth,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  do  and  tranfact  all  matters  and  things  whatfoever,  which  by 
the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  are  made  necelfary  to 
be  done  and  tranfacted  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commiffioners  or  judges  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 

LXXXIV. 

Refolve  empowering  Samuel  Phillips , junior,  Nathaniel  Wells,  and  Nathan  Dane , 
Efq’rs.  a committee  appointed  28th  of  Odober,  1783,  to  examine  into  the  il- 
legal entries  upon  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , to  fell 
certain  ftrips  of  faid  land,  &c.  November  n,  1784. 

Refolvcd , That  Samuel  Phillips , junior,  Nathaniel  Wells , and  Nathan  Dane , 
EfqTs.  a committee  appointed  by  a refolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  Odober , 178 3,  to  examine  into  the  illegal  entries  upon  the  un- 
appropriated lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln , or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  at  their  difcrction,  to  fell  any  ftrips 
or  other  pieces  of  unappropriated  land  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  in 
the  faid  county  of  Lincoln , as  well  as  thofe  the  faid  committee  were  by  former 
refolves  empowered  to  fell,  for  the  moft  they  may  be  able  to  get  for  the  fame, 
■either  at  private  fale  or  public  auction,  and  to  make  and  duly  to  execute  good 
and  lawful  deeds  of  all  fuch  lands  as  the  faid  committee  or  any  two  of  them 
may  agree  to  difpofe  of,  which  {hall  make  a good  and  fufHcient  title  in  law  to 
the  grantees,  their  heirs  and  affigns  refpettively,  any  perfon  or  perfons  being 
in  the  actual  pofieflion  thereof  notwithftanding. 

Refolved , That  the  faid  committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby  dirc&ed  to  pro- 
ceed in  laying  out  townfhips  from  time  to  time,  and  at  fuch  times  and  in  fuch 
manner  as  they  {hall  find  moft  beneficial  to  this  Commonwealth  ; any  refolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

LXXXV.  • 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Purkitt , and  others,  privates  in  Colonel 
Sheldon’s  corps  of  light  dragoons,  directing  the  committee  for  fettling  with 
the  army  to  certify,  &c.  November  it,  1784. 

• 

On  the  petition  of  Henry  Purkitt , and  others,  privates  in  Colonel  Shcldoti’s 
corps  of  light  dragoons,  and  of  John  Lcnan  and  William  Jones , foldiers  in 
Colonel  Hazen’s  regiment,  praying  for  a bounty  of  twenty  pounds,  promifed 
them  by  a refolve  of  the  General  Court  of  June  11,  1779,  for  enlifting  into 
the  Continental  army  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  which  bounty  (they 
fay)  they  have  never  received  : 

Refolvcd , That  on  the  faid  petitioners  snaking  it  appear,  to  thefatisfacHon  of 
the  Committee  for  fettling  with  the  army,  that  they  enlifted  into  the  Conti- 
nental army  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  that  they  have  been  credited 
to  this  Commonwealth  as  part  of  their  quota  of  troops  for  the  Continental 
army,  and  that  they  have  been  honourably  difeharged  and  have  never  receiv- 
ed the  laid  bounty,  the  faid  committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to 
certify  the  fame  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  are  hereby  requefted  to 
grant  a warrant  on  the  Treafurer  for  the  fame,  to  each  perfon  lb  certified,  to 
be  paid  in  two  Treafurer’s  notes  of  ten  pounds  each  ; the  faid  notes  to  be 
dated  the  firft  of  January , 1784,  one  payable  in  thre  year  1787,  the  other  in 
the  year  1788,  01)  yatereft. 

And 
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• And 'whereas  there  may-bc  other  foldiel's  in.  other  regiments  of  the  Conti- 
nental army  in  like  circumftanccs,  and  who  have  a juft  right  to  the  faid  boua- 
ty,  in  cafe  they  have  not  received  it  already  : ...» 

It  is  further  refolded.  That  any  foldier,  who  is  entitled  to  the  faid  bounty, 
and  has  not  received  it4  on  applying  to  the  faid  committee,  and  complying 
with  the  terms  preferibedin  the  foregoing  refolve,  the  committee  are  hereby 
directed  to  certify  them,  and  the.  Governor  and  Council  to  grant  warrants 
therefor,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  foregoing  refolve,  for  the 
petitioners. 

LXXXVI. 

# ‘V*  ■ J 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  David  Nyc , permitting  him  to  enter  his  appeal  from 
the  judgment  of  the  Maritime  Court,  at  the  Supreme  Judicial' Court,  to  be 
holden  at  Barnftable , in  May  next,  for  reafons  mentioned.  Nov.  1 1,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Nycy  fetting  forth  that  the  faid  Nyey  with  o- 
thers,  a few  months  before  the  clofe  of  the  late  war,  attacked,  took  and  bro’t 
into  port,  the  fchooner  called  the  Pepper cllborcughy  William  Todd  mafter,  and 
laden  with  lumber,  which  with  her  cargo  was  libelled  by  the  faid  Nyey  in  be- 
half of  himfelf  and  others,  in  the  Maritime  Court  for  the  Southern  Diftrift, 
and  claimed  by  the  faid  Todd  ; that  the  caufe  was  there  tried,  and  a verdidft 
for  the  claimant,  from  which  the  memorialift  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  next  to  be  holden  at  Barnfable , in  and  for  the  county  of  Barnjla- 
blc  ; but  for  certain  reafons  in  the  faid  petition  mentioned,  did  not  enter  his 
appeal,  and  praying  that  he  may  now  have  permiflion  to  enter  his  appeal  from 
the  Maritime  Court  aforefaid,  * at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  next  to  be  hol- 
den at  Barn/lab/e,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Barnfable  . 

Rcfolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  be  granted  ; and  that  the 
faid  Nye  have  permiflion  to  enter  his  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Mari- 
time Court  aforefaid,  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  be  holden  at  Barnfa- 
ble,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Bani/lablc , on  Wednefday  next  preceding  the 
lull  Tuefday  of  May  next ; which  Court  is  hereby  empowered  to  fuftain  the 
the  faid  appeal  ; and  the  fame  proceedings  may  be  had  thereon,  as  if  the  faid 
uppcal  had  been  feafonably  entered  according  to  law,  viz.  at  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Courts  holden  at  Barnjlable  aforefaid,  on  Wednefday  next  preceding  the 
third  Tuefday  of  May , in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1783,  being  the  term  of 
the  faid  Court  to  which  the  faid  Nye  appealed  as  aforefiid. 

LXXXVII. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Dwight , in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Spring- 
field , permitting  him  to  exhibit  beet  receipts  : 'and  empowering  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council  in  this  cafe.  November  1 1,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Dwight , in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Springfcld , 
fetting  forth  that  the  faid  town  procured  the  beef  required  by  the  refolves  of 
the  General  Court,  but  have  not  (through  fome  miftake)  returned  the  re- 
ceipts therefor,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Government  y and  that  execution 
hath  ilfued  againft  the  faid  town  ; and  praying  that  the  faid  receipts  may  now 
be  exhibited  for  examination  and  allowance  : 

. Refolvedy  That  the  town  of  Springfcld  be  permitted  to  exhibit  the  faid  re- 
ceipts-of  beef  to  the  Secretary,  any  time  before  the  25th  of  November  inftant. 
And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive  and  exa- 
mine the  faid  receipts  in  the  fame  manner  and  on.  the  fame  condition  as  if 
the  faipe  had  been  exhibited  in  due  feafon. 
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LX  XXVIII. 

Refolve  authorizing  Peter  Putnam  to  collect  certain  taxes  mentioned,  in  the 
town  of  Danvers*  November  n,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  town  of  Danvers , on  the  iSth 
day  of  Oclober  laft,  made  choice  of  Peter  Putnam  a collector  of  taxes,  to  com- 
plete the  collecting  of  all  fuch  taxes  as  have  been  committed  to  his  father ,John 
Putnam , to  collect,  (he  the  faid  John  being  unable  to  collect  the  fame)  and  the 
faid  John  prays  that  the  faid  Peter  may  be  empowered  to  collect  the  faid  taxes, 
he  the  faid  John  to  be  accountable  therefor  : Therefore, 

Refolved , That  Peter  Putnam , fon  of  John  Putnam , one  of  the  collectors  of 
taxes  for  the  town  of  Danvers , be,  and  hereby  is  fully  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  demand  and  recover  all  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money  contained  in 
the  lift  or  lifts  of  affeffment  committed  to  the  faid  John  Putnam  to  colleCt, 
which  remain  unpaid  ; and  he  the  faid  Peter  being  firft  fworn  faithfully  to  dif- 
charge  the  faid  truft,  is  hereby  fully  empowered  to  ferve  and  execute  the  fame 
warrant  or  warrants  for  collecting  the  laid  taxes  that  have  been  directed  to  the 
faid  John  for  that  purpofe,  as  effectually  as  he  the  faid  Peter  might  have  done 
in  cafe  the  fame  had  been  originally  to  him  directed,  fo  far  as  relates  to  col- 
lecting the  faid  taxes  ; and  he  the  faid  Peter  lhall  pay  the  money  when  col- 
lected, to  John  Pfitr.am,  his  faid  father,  who  ftiall  be  held  accountable  for  the 
lame,  in  the  lame  manner  he  was  before  the  palling  this  refolve. 

LXXXIX. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  the  firft  parilh  in  Cambridge , confirming  the  af'.  ff- 

ments,  and  empowering  the  afteffors  of  faid  parilh  to  allcls.  November 

11,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  the  firft  parilh  in  Cambridge  : 

Refolved , That  the  affeffment  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  firft  parilh  in  Cambridge , be,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  ratif  cd  and 
confirmed,  fo  that  the  fame  lhall  be  deemccl,  held  and  taken,  in  all  Courts  of 
law,  good  and  valid  ; the  objections  thereto  ftated  in  the  faid  petition  notwith- 
ftanding. 

And  be  it  further  Refolved , That  the  afteffors  of  the  faid  firft  parilh  in  Cam" 
bridge , for  the  time  being,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  in  any  future  af- 
feffment by  them  to  be  made,  to  adhere  to  the  practice  of  their  predeceffors, 
in  omitting  to  affefs  fuch  lands  and  perfons  living  thereupon  as  have  never  been 
affeffed  in  the  faid  parilh,  until  the  difpute  between  that  and  the  fecond  parilh 
in  Cambridge , relative  to  the  bounds  between  the  fame  parilhes,  lhall  according 
to  their  propofal  be  amicably,  or  otherwife  adjufted  and  fettled. 

Provided  always,  That  this  refolution  lhall  not  be  conftrued  fo  as  to  effect 
the  right  of  either  parilh,  or  to  prevent  their  trying  the  lame  in  a due  courfe 
of  law,  when  they  lhall  think  proper  lb  to  do. 

XC. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Mary  Coffin,  authorizing  her  to  make  fide  of  all  the 
real  eftate  mentioned.  November  11,  1784. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Mary  Coffin,  Ihewing  that  her  daughter  Margaret  Cof- 
fin. a minor,  is  leized  of  one  fourth  part  of  a fmall  farm,  in  Woburn,  by  the 
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fale  of  which  the  intereft  of  the  faid  Margaret  would  be  much  advanced : 
Therefore, 

Rcfolved , That  the  faid  Mary  Coffin  be,  and  flie  hereby  is  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  make  fale  of  all  the  real  ell  ate  of  which  the  faid  Margaret  is  lei  zed 
in  common  with  faid  Mary , and  others,  by  deed  from  Thomas  AJlon  Coffin , and 
fituated  in  Woburn  ; flie  firft  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  to  account  with  the  faid  Margaret , when  fhe  lhall  arrive  at 
full  age,  for  the  proceeds  of  faid  fale,  with  intereft  therefor. 

XCI. 

Refolvc  on  the.  petition  of  Effhcr  Freeborn , empowering  the  guardians  to  fell 
the  land  mentioned.  Novesnbcr  1 1,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Effher  Freeborn , Indian  woman,  praying  for  liberty  to 
fell  about  four  acres  of  land,  in  Grafton , in  the  county  of  Worcejler , for  reafons 
fet  forth  in  the  faid  petition  : 

Refolved,  That  Edward  Rauf  on  and  Willis  Hall , Efq’rs.  guardians  to  the 
Grafton  Indians , be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  fell  the  laid  land  for  the  moft 
the  fame  will  fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute  in  their  faid  capacity  good  and 
lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  fame,  to  the  purchafer  or  purchafers  thereof ; the 
proceeds  of  the  faid  fale  to  be  applied  for  the  fupport  of  the  faid  Effhcr  Free- 
born, and  family,  as  mentioned  in  the  faief  petition,  under  the  directions  of  the 
faid  guardians,  they  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Court  for  the  expendi- 
ture thereof. 

XCII. 

Grant  to  the  Prcfldent,  Speaker,  and  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Senate  and  Iloufe. 

November  11,  1784. 

Rcfolved,  That  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  Hon.  Samuel  Adams,  Efq;  Prefident  of  the  Senate,  the 
fum  of  fix  fhillings  per  day,  for  £ach  day’s  attendance  the  prefent  fcfiion  of 
the  General  Court ; and  all'o  to  the  Hon.  Samuel  Allync  Otis,  Efq;  Speaker  of 
the  Houle  of  Reprefentatives,  the  fum  of  fix  fhillings  per  day,  for  each  day’s 
attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  prefent  feflion,  over  and  above  their  re- 
ipcctive  pay  as  members  of  the  General  Court. 

And  it  is  further  rcfolved.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treafury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Mr.  George  Richards  Minot , Clerk  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ; and  alfo  to  Thomas  Edwards,  Efq;  Clerk  of  the 
Honourable  Senate,  the  fum  of  thirty  pounds  each,  in  part  for  their  fcrvices 
the  prefent  year. 


XCIIL 

Ordered  that  the  Secretary  and  Commifiary-Gcncral  give  notice  to  Samuel 
Hodgdon,  Efq;  Commiflary  of  military  ftores,  of  all  the  fitores  belonging  to 
the  United  States  in  this  Commonwealth.  November  12,  1784. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  and  Commifiary-General  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed  to  give  notice  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  Efq;  Commiflary  of  military 
ftores,  of  all  the  ftores  which  belong  to  the  United  States  that  are  within  this 
Commonwealth,  of  which  they  have  received  any  return,  or  which  have  come 
to  their  knowledge. 


Order 
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XCIV. 

-Order  directing  the  Delegates  of  this  State  to  be  prefent  in  Congrefs  on  the 
firft  of  December  next  ; and  the  Secretary  to  notify  the  faid  Delegates. 
November  12,  1784. 

Ordered , That  the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Congrefs  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  feverally  directed  to  be  prelent  in  Congrefs  on  the  firll  day 
of  December  next  ; and  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  ferve  each  of  the  faid 
Delegates  with  an  attefted  copy  of  this  order. 

XCV. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  John  Gardner , Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Nantucket , 
rendering  valid  all  his  ads  and  doings  previous  to  his  giving  bond.  No- 
vember 12,  1784. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Gardner , Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Nantucket,  re4- 
prefenting  that  the  act  of  the  Legillature  requiring  the  Sheriffs  of  the  feveral 
counties  in  this  Commonwealth  to  give  good  and  fuffeient  bonds  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duty  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  faid  Common- 
wealth, before  the  next  feffion  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  respec- 
tive counties,  did  and  could  not,  from  certain  inevitable  circumftances,  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  faid  act  till  a Court  of  Common  Pleas  had  been  held 
in  the  faid  county  of  Nantucket , and  that  he  officiated  in  his  faid  office  with- 
out complying  with  the  requifition  of  the  act  aforefaid  : Therefore, 

Rcfolvcd,  That  all  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  faid  John  Gardner , in  his  faid 
office  of  Sheriff,  prior  to  his  giving  bonds,  agreeable  to  the  requifition  of  the 
act  aforefaid,  be,  and  are  hereby  rendered,,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  va- 
lid in  law  as  if  the  faid  John  Gardner  had  given  bonds  within  the  time  pre- 
feribed  by  the  faid  act. 

XCVI. 

Refolve  granting  feven  hundred  pounds  for  defraying  the  ncccffary  charges  of 
the  county  of  Middlefex.  November  12,  1784. 

On  the  reprefentation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Selfions  of 
the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Middlefex  : 

Rcfolvcd,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a tax  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  for  defraying  t lie  neccffary  charges  of  the  laid  county  of  Midd'efx , 
to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  eltates  of  the  feveral  towns  and  diltricts  in  the  faid 
county  : And  the  Clerk  of  the  laid  Court  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  apportion  the  faid  fum  on  the  feveral  towns  and  dift riffs  in  the.  laid 
county  ; and  blue  his  warrant  directed  to  the  Selectmen  or  Affefldrs  for  each 
refpective  town  and  diftrict’s  proportion  of  the  fame,  agrccab’e  to  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth,  for  defraying,  levying  and  collecting  county  taxes,  and 
paying  the  lame  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  faid  county,  agreeable  to  his  warrant 
for  that  purpofe. 


XCVI  I. 

Refolve  on  the  petition  of  Ebcnczcr  Crafts,  Efq;  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Sturbridgc,  directing  the  Treafurer  to  recall  bis  execution  for  beef,  and 
granting  feven  pounds  three  lliillings  and  eight  pence  in  full  ft  r c cr  pay 
in  beef.  November  12,  1784, 


On 
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On  the  petition  of  Ebcnczer  Crafts , liq;  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  S/itr- 
bridge,  praying  that  an  execution  againft  the  faid  town  for  part  of  their  quota 
of  beef  may  be  recalled,  and  that  the  faid  town  may  be  allowed  for  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  weight  of  beef  that  the  faid  town  hath  found  more  than 
their  quota,  their  receipt  for  the  fame*  failing  of  being  feafonably  returned 
notwithftanding,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  laid  petition. 

And  whereas  the  faid  Ebcnczer  Crafts  hath  made  it  appear  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  this  Court,  that  the  faid  town  of  Sturbridge  did  fealbnably  pay  and  deliver 
four  hundred  and  thfrty-one  weight  of  beef  over  and  above  the  quota  let  on 
the  faid  town  : Therefore, 

Rejolved , That  the  Trealurcr  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  recall  the  execution  he  has  ilfued  againft  the  faid  town  of  Stur- 
bridge, they  paying  the  faid  Sheriff’s  fees,  and  that  no  further  procefs  be  had 
thereon. 

And  be  it  further  refolded.  That  there  be  paid'  out  of  the  treafury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  petitioner  aforefaid,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  town  of 
Sturbridge,  the  fum  of  feven  pounds  three  {hillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  for 
the  faid  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  weight  of  beef  aforefaid. 

XCV1II. 

Refolve  .on  the  petition  of  Eliphaz  Stearns , in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Douglafs , 

remitting  a fine  laid  on  faid  town  for  not  fending  a Reprefentative.  Ne > 

member  12,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  Eliphaz  Stearns , in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Douglafs , pray- 
ing for  an  abatement  of  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  being  a fine  laid  on  the 
faid  town  for  not  fending  a Reprefentative  in  the  year  1782  : 

Refolded,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  the  faid  town  of  Douglafs , the  fum  of  ten  pounds,  being  the  one  half  of 
the  faid  fine. 


XCIX. 

Refolvc  on  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mil- 
ford, abating  a fine  for  not  fending  a Reprefentative  for  1781  and  1782. 
November  12,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Milford , 
praying  for  an  abatement  of  the  fine  for  not  fending  a Reprefentative  for  the 
years  1781  and  1782,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  petition  : 

Refolved , That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  ft)  far  granted,  as  that  twenty- 
five  pounds  of  faid  fines  be  abated  ; and  that  the  Treaftrrer  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by directed  to  difeharge  the  town  of  Milford  the  aforefaid  fum,  in  the  tax 
granted  in  1783. 

C. 

Refolve  allowing  Oliver  Phelps  to  receive  receipts  for  beef  from  the  Secretary 
given  by  the  fcveral  agents,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  fame.  Nov.  12,  1784. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Court,  that  the  accounts  of 
the  agents  in  the  feveral  counties  for  collecting  beef  under  Oliver  Phelps,  Efq; 
have  not  been  completely  fettled  : 

Refolved, 
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Refolvcd , That  Oliver  Phelps , Efq;  be  allowed  to  receive  from  the  Secreta- 
ry’s office  the  receipts  given  by  the  agents  aforefaid,  in  order  to  check  the 
accounts  of  the  faid  agents  with  the  accounts  by  them  exhibited  to  the  laid 
Phelps.  And  the  Secretary  is  hereby"  directed  to  make  a lift  of  the  faid  re- 
ceipts, and  deliver  them  to  Oliver  Phelps , Efq;  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 

CL 

Refolve  abating  certain  towns  in  the  county  of  Lincoln . November  12,  1784. 

Whereas  there  is  large  fums  in  taxes  due  from  the  feveral  towns  and  planta- 
tions in  the  county  of  Lincoln , hereafter  mentioned,  and  by  reaion  of  their 
being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy  for  feveral  years  paft,  they  are  un- 
able to  pay  the  whole  of  the  faid  taxes  : Therefore, 

Rcfolved , That  the  Treafurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  recall  all  the  warrants  that  have  ilfued  from  the  faid  office  to  faid 
towns  and  plantations,  for  taxes  previous  to  the  firft  day  of  June  laft,  and 
which  have  not  been  paid  into  the  laid  office  ; and  ifl'ue  his  warrants  to  the  af- 
feflfors  of  the  faid  towns  and  plantations  for  the  fums  refpectively  fet  againft 
them,  viz. 

Newcq/lle , live  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds  ten  {hillings. 

Waldoboro ’,  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fiye  pounds  ten  {hillings. 

Booth-Bay , four  hundred  and  ninety-fix  pounds  fifteen  {hillings, 

Brijlol , feven  hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds  ten  {hillings. 

Edgecombe , four  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  ten  {hillings. 

Warren , two  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  five  {hillings. 

Thomajlon , two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  fix  {hillings. 

Walpole , two  hundred  and  feven  pounds. 

Sterlington , fifty-eight  pounds  ten  {hillings. 

St.  George's , three  hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds  fixteen  {hillings. 

Medumcook , ninety-four  pounds  iixteen  {hillings. 

Alfo,  Refolded,  That  the  affeffors  of  the  aforefaid  towns  and  plantations  fie* 
verally,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  afl'efs  the  fame  in  the  following 
manner,  viz.  Twenty-three  {hillings  on  each  rateable  poll,  and  the  remainder 
on  the  eftates  real  and  pCrfonal,  in  the  fame  manner  as  hath  heretofore  been 
required. 

And  be  it  further  Refolvcd , That  the  flierifF  of  the  faid  county  of  Lincoln , be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  make  return  of  all  executions  now  in  his  hands, 
from  the  Treafurer  aforefaid,  againft  the  towns  and  plantations  aforefaid,  with 
the  monies  he  has  already  received. 

And  be  it  further  Refolvcd , That  the  fum  paid  by  either  of  the  faid  towns 
to  the  fherift'  aforefaid,  in  part  of  taxes  affdied  previous  to  the  firft  day  of 
June  laft,  be  deducted  from  the  tax  to  be  affelfed  as  aforefaid. 


CII. 

\ 

Refolve  for  bringing  delinquent  ftieriffs  and  collectors  to  account,  directing 
the  Treafurer  in  this  cafe.  November  12,  1784. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this  Court  that  feveral  ftieriffs  to  whom  execu- 
tions have  been  committed  againft  delinquent  collectors,  and  many  collectors 
in  the  feveral  towns  and  other  places  in  this  Commonwealth,  have  public  mr- 
nies  in  their  hands,  and  unrcafonably  and  unjuftly  detain  the  fame  for  their 
own  emolument,  to  the  great  diferedit  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  injury 
of  the  creditors  thereof:  For  remedy  whereof, 

7 


Rcfolved. 
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Rcfolved,  That  the  Treafurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  com- 
pel and  enforce  fuch  delinquent  fheriffs  and  collectors  to  an  immediate  fettle- 
ment,  as  fliall  appear  to  him  to  have  detained  public  monies  as  aforefaid. 

And  whereas  it  is  further  represented,  that  there  are  now  outftanding  in  the 
hands  of  fheriffs  and  collectors,  receipts,  orders  and  due  bills,  heretofore  iffued 
by  the  former  and  prefent  Treafurer,  which  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  fhould 
be  immediately  brought  into  the  treafury  in  order  to  compleat  a fettlement 
with  the  late  Treafurer’s  adminiftrator,  and  to  know  the  true  ftate  of  the  trea- 
fury : Therefore, 

Refol-ved , That  the  Treafurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  call  oh  all  fhe- 
riffs  and  collectors  who  have  in  their  hands  fuch  receipts,  orders  and  due  bills, 
to  bring  the  fame  into  the  treafury  ; and  in  cafe  the  laid  fheriffs  and  collectors 
fhall  neglect  or  refui'e  to  return  the  laid  receipts,  orders  and  due  bills,  into  the 
treafury,  by  the  firft  day  of  February  next  enfuing,  the  Treafurer  is  further  di- 
rected to  compel  fuch  delinquents  to  a fettlement : And  the  faid  Treafurer  is 
further  directed  to  tranlmit  complaints  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Gene- 
ral Seflions  of  the  Peace,  in  the  feveral  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  againft 
fuch  towns  and  plantations  as  have  neglected  to  make  returns  to  him  of  the 
names  of  the  collectors  of  fuch  towns  and  plantations  of  whom  the  faid  Trea- 
furer has  required  any  affelfments  ; and  the  faid  Treafurer  is  directed  to  lay 
before  the  General  Court  on  the  fourth  Wednefday  of  the  next  fitting  thereof, 
his  doings  herein,  and  an  account  of  the  amount  of  all  fuch  receipts,  orders 
and  due  bills,  and  payments,  as  may  be  by  him  received  before  the  faid  day, 

CIII. 

Rcfolve  directing  fheriffs  and  deputy  fheriffs,  not  to  receive  public  fecurities  or 

certificates  from  collectors  of  taxes,  unlefs — and  directing  the  Treafurer  in 

this  cafe.  November  13,  1784. 

Whereas  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  public  credit  has  fuffered  by 
public  officers  in  certain  cafes,  making  an  undue  ufe  of  public  money  : 

Rcfolved , That  all  fheriffs  and  deputy  fheriffs  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
not  to  receive  any  public  certificates  or  fecurities  from  any  collector,  unlefs  the 
laid  collector  fhall,  before  fome  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  take  the  following 
oath,  viz. 

I A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  all  the  certificates  and  fecurities  now  offered  by  me, 
to  the  amount  of  were  received  from  the  perfons  named  in  my 

rate  lift,  in  difeharge  of  the  taxes  committed  to  me  to  collect,  or  other- 
wife  without  any  difeount  or  premium  whatever.  So  help  me  GOD. 

And  the  Juftice  before  whom  fuch  oath  fhall  be  taken,  fhall  give  a certificate 
purporting  that  the  oath  by  this  refolve  preferibed  was  taken  before  him,  and 
lhall  therein  exprefs  the  fum  mentioned  in  the  faid  oath  ; which  certificate 
lhall  be  delivered  with  the  faid  public  certificates  and  fecurities  to  the  fheriff, 
and  by  him  to  the  Treafurer. 

And  it  is  further  Rcfolved,  That  the  Treafurer  ft  1 all  not  receive  from  any  fhe- 
riff or  deputy  fheriff  any  more  public  certificates  or  fecurities  in  difeharge  of 
executions,  than  fhall  be  the  amount  of  the  fums  expreffed  in  the  Juftices  cer- 
tificates which  fhall  accompany  the  fame,  unlefs  the  fheriff  or  deputy  fheriff 
fhall  take  an  oath,  either  before  the  Treafurer,  or  fhall  fend  a certificate  thereof 
to  the  Treafurer,  that  the  refidue  (exprefling  the  fum)  was  received  without 
any  difeount  or  premium  whatever. 

Rcfolved , That  the  Treafurer  fhall  not  receive  from  any  collector  any  public 
certificates  or  fecurities^  unlefs  the  collector  fhall  before  him  take  the  oath  above 
preferibed.  Provided 
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Provided  nevertbelefs , When  the  collector  fhall  fend  the  certificates  or  fecu- 
rities  to  the  treafury  by  another  perfon,  the  faid  collector  lhall  take  the  oath 
above  prefcribed,  before  fome  Jullice  of  the  Peace,  who  fliall  deliver  to  fuch 
collector  a certificate  thereof,  fpecifying  the  fum  fworn  to  as  above  directed, 
which  fhall  be  tranfmitted  with  the  faid  public  certificates  and  fecurities  to  the 
treafury,  and  fo  much  only  in  the  faid  public  certificates  and  fecurities  fliall  be 
received  by  the  Treafurer  as  is  exprefled  in  the  certificates  given  by  the  Juftice  ; 
and  no  fees  fliall  be  received  by  any  Juftice  for  adminiftering  the  oath  or  giv- 
ing the  certificate  hereby  required. 
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Printed  by  ADAMS  and  NOURSE, 

Printers  to  the  Honourable  GENERAL  COURT. 
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